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is commisssion was in session more than a year, visit- 

nt amneee portions of Oregon and ee yrs nesta eve 
purpose of taking evidence on the claims presente ane fe 
be satisfied of their correctness. The standard adopte | by 
the commission was equitable, andall claims were — 
to it. After closing its labors, an elaborate report in detai 
was duly submitted to the Secretary of War, which received 
his approval, and also that of his successor. Under these 
circumstances it would not be proper to ignore the awards of 
this commission, as it was instituted legally, and nothing 
has ever been produced to establish that its action was not, 
in strict accordance with its instructions, governed bya 
spirit of justice, honor, and integrity. 

{ remain, gentiemen, very respectfully, your obedicnt 
servant, WM. 8. HARNEY, 

Brigadier Generat United States Army. 


Messrs. T. J. Dryer, R. R. Tnompson, C. 8S. Drew, H. H. 
ALLEN, Georee B. Simpson, and others, of Oregon. 


Mr. BURCH. After that letter, the argument 
of the gentleman from New York falls to the 

round. 

Mr. OLIN. If it were necessary, I could in- 
troduce here volumes of documents to refute all the 
assertions of that letter. General Harney could 
not know anything personally of what he states. 
He was not there, and knew nothing of the facts, 
exceptas he learned them from others. He does 
not know of the origin of these Indian difficulties 
in Oregon and Washington, of his own personal 
knowledge. 

Mr. BURCH. Nor does the gentleman from 
New York. The statement of General Harney, 
therefore, will stand for as much as the gentle- 
man’s, at least. I would rather rely upon his 
statement than upon that of men who were not in 
the Territory at the time of the war or since. 

Mr. OLIN. Mr. Chairman, I choose to rely 
upon the statements of those persons who were 
in a condition to know and understand what was 
being transacted during the period of these dis- 
turbances in Oregon and Washington. This 
House and this country can be farniabid with cer- 
tificates enough to show that these wars were ne- 
cessary, and the expense moderate. We have 
already been furnished with certificates enough to 
load down a two-horse wagon in reference to the 
justice and _ of this claim. 

Mr. HASKIN. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a motion to rise? He will have the floor 
when the consideration of this subject is re- 
sumed. 

Mr. OLIN. I will yield for that motion, if it 
be the pleasure of the House. 

Mr. HASKIN. Then! move that the com- 
mittee do now rise, 

Mr. STANTON. I hope that the committee 
will not rise. I think that we ought to dispose 
of this question in the committee to-night. We 
ought to dispose of it at once. 

The question was taken; and the committee 
refused to rise. 

Mr. OLIN. Mr. Chairman, I might refer to the 
documentary evidence upon file inthe Departments 


of the Government, showing wha: was the origin | 
of the war in the Territories of Washington and | 


Oregon. For the information upon this sub- 


ject, L rely, principally, upon the officers of the | 
Army who were upon the spot at the time, and 


familiar with the transactions out of which these 
difficulties grew. I will state, very briefly, as I 
understand it, the origin of the war in the Terri- 
tory of Washington. That controversy most un- 
questionably grew out of certain treaties that were 
attempted to be negotiated. The forms of nego- 
tiation were gone through with, but nobody knows 
better than the gentleman from Washington Ter- 
ritory the manner in which they were procured, 
and the dissatisfaction of many of the tribes who 
were parties to that treaty. I have examined 
carefully a journal of this convention, which was 
kept while that treaty was in process of negotia- 
tion, by one Se rere in the confidence of the 
negotiator. I think that I understand the man- 
ner in which that treaty was procured. However 
that may be, it is sufficient to know that it is the 
uniform testimony of everybody who was in com- 
munication with the troops subsequent tothe mak- 
ing of that treaty, that great dissatisfaction among 
the Indians was felt in reference to its conditions. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. I pat this 
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interrogatory to my friend from New York: Is 
he aware that, after the war, every military com- | 





| 


mander in the department of Oregon recommended || 


the confirmation of these treaties? Is he aware 
that the Indian superintendent recommended the 
confirmation of these treaties? Is he aware that 
the Indians themselves asked for the confirmation 
of these treaties? 

Mr. OLIN. I was not aware of those things. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. The record 
published by Congress in the official reports 
proves these things to be so. 

Mr. OLIN. The records of your Departments 
are alive with proofs of the dissatisfaction of the 
Indians with that treaty. Soon after that treaty 
was obtained, a man by the name of Bolon, a sub- 
Indian agent, | think, upon whom some demand 
had been made by some of the tribes for redress 
for certain outrages committed by the whites, de- 
nied them all relief, and threatened to bring upon 
the Indians, if they undertook to avenge their own 
injuries, the United States forces. They grew 
indignant at that, and assassinated him. About 
this period of time gold was discovered high up 
upon the Columbia river at Fort Colville, called 
the Colville mines. Miners flooded to that por- 
tion of the territory, and, as the correspondence 
with the Secretary of War shows, every variety 
of outrage was committed by these men upon 
these Indians. Indiscriminate attacks were made 
upon many of the tribes, and outrages were per- 
petrated upon Indian women, such as would man- 
tle with shame the cheek of the savage to listen to. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. I beg again 
to interrupt the gentleman from New York. I 
will state, if my friend will indulge me, this fact: 
that there is no report in existence, from any 
officer whatever, pointing out a specific case of 
outrage of the miners upon the Yakima Indians 
Bolon went to that territory because the Indians 
had killed from fifteen to twenty miners in cold 
blood. They went there without arms. The 
facts were disclosed, and Colonel Wright, the 
military commander, has since hung up some of 
these murderers. 

Mr. OLIN. It will be difficult for me to go on 
with the discussion of this matter with constant 
interruptions. But f will not refuse to yield to 
gentlemen who may wish to make corrections, 
or think that I am laboring under an error. If 
necessary, | coulé furnish the House and the 
country with references to documents upon file in 
the Secretary of State’s Office which will fully 
vindicate the assertions that I made in reference 
to these transactions. After the murder of Bolon, 
hostilities commenced; and then ensued the diffi- 
culties in southern Oregon. They grew out of 
transactions of a very similar nature. The Indi- 
ans had been attacked and murdered; some of them 
under the pretense of calling them to a council. 
They were murdered in cold blood. Several of 
these transactions occurred, and finally the war 
broke outin southern Oregon. Independentarmed 
bands were raised to prosecute that war, under 
the Governors of the Territories. If you will 
read the dispatches ot Colonel Casey, then in 
command of the troops there, you will learn that 
these forces were kept in service, or pretended to 
be kept in service after all necessity, and all pre- 
tended necessity, for their continuance in service 


was dispensed with, and against the protest of | 


the officers of the regular Army. Nay, complaint 
after complaint was uttered that, but for these 
volunteers thus in service, quiet and order would 
have been restored long before it was accom- 
plished in fact. 

A great portion of the moneys expended in 
these disturbances, was spent in the expedition 
to the Walla-Walla country. [t was waged by 
the Governor of Oregon out of his own Territory, 
and beyond his jurisdiction. A volunteer force 


was sent whee there was not a white man resid- | 


ing within a hundred miles. It was sent into a 
country where these Indians inhabiting it were 
entirely disposed to remain at peace; a country 
from which the Indians could not approach a 
white settlement without passing the Dalles, 
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which was then guarded by United States troops. 
But those tribes among which this force was 
sent were known to be rich in horses and cattle. 
It was pretended that they were entering into a 
league with hostile tribes, and the Governor of 
Oregon Territory fitted out an armed expedition, 
sent them into the Territory of Washington, and 
made war upon a people believed to be desirous 
of maintaining peaceful and friendly relations 
with us. There was no occasion for this expe- 
dition, and there is no justification for it; there 
was apparently no motive for it, except plunder 
and bloodshed. It was conducted in the winter 
season, and while the ground was covered by a 
deep snow. There was no white settlement within 
one hundred miles of this tribe, and the only ap- 
proach to one was by the Dalles, then in com- 
mand of United States troops. But the expedition 
was fitted out, and a wholesale slaughter was 
committed upon those tribes whom the Indian 
agent has always claimed were peacefully dis- 
posed towards the whites. 

[t is difficult to obtain any idea of the opera- 
tions, the necessity, and the cost of this war, 
without the most patient and laborious examina- 
tion. It requires such an examination as would 
occupy the time of gentlemen for months. The 
Third Auditor of the Treasury has been assailed 
as having dealt unfairly by these claims. | have 
examined with great care the two reports. He had 
good authority for all and more than the animad- 
versions made by him. I might call your atten- 
tion to the statements of some of the officers of 
the Army who served in that field of operation 
during these Indian wars. I might call your atten- 
tion to what they say in reference to the accuracy 
of the views of the Third Auditor as expressed in 
his report; approving of them to the fullest extent. 
But it is unnecessary to do so; because I base my 
opposition to this measure, not upon the ground 
that the bill of the Committee on Military Affairs 
in the House gives an adequate remuneration, or 
that the bill of the Senate gives too much, but 
upon the ground—and that is the ground upon 
which I think it ought to rest—that whenever a 
war of this description is waged, without author- 
ity of the General Government, and in defiance of 
the officers of the regular Army, when the Army 
was there, ready to assume all necessary respons- 
ibility, we should not assume the payment of the 
debts or expenses incurred thereby. I know here 
isa large indebteIness. I know full well that this 
indebtedness has been transferred throughout the 
whole country; that it has been made into stock, 
the greater portion of which is probably in the 
hands of speculators, who have paid fifteen or 
twenty cents upon the dollar for it. 

Mr. STOUT. I desire to correct the gentle- 
man upon a matter of fact. From my persenal 
knowledge, [ aver that not fifteen per cent. of that 
scrip is held outside of Oregon; nor do I think 
that twenty-five percent. of the Washingtonclaim 
has passed out of that Territory. 1 am person- 
ally acquainted with nearly every man interested 
in this claim, and I state what | have said upon 
my personal knowledge. 

r. OLIN. Ido not know how the gentleman 
can know the fact, unless he owns the stock. 

Mr. STOUT. I say to the gentleman that I 
never was interested in this claim in any manner 
whatever. I never owned a cent’s worth of it. 

Mr. OLIN. Ido not put my objection to the 
bill upon that ground. Phase it upon the greund 
that if this Congress, or any Congress, will sanc- 
tion the principle that the authorities of a Terri- 
tory may commencea war,and carry iton without 
authority of the General Government, in defiance 
of the army which was sent there to preserve the 
peace, you will have Indian wars upon your hands 
until the Indian race isexterminated. Unless this 
thing can be stopped; unless the General Gov- 
ernment can and will exercise some control over 
our relations with the Indian tribes, we shal! have 
these wars upon our hands constantly. Now, 
look at one significant fact. Some of these tribes, 
with which we have been involved in expensive 
wars, have been in the vicinity of the Hudson Bay 
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Company for the last seventy-five years. What 
difficulties have they had with them? Not any. 
And there was no ocoasion for difficulty here, if 
any proper and just restraint had been exercised 
over our own population in their intercourse with 
them. 

in looking over the transactions of the Indian 
department, | am convinced that the great, the 
fatal mistake of our Government has been in trans- 
ferring the management of the Indian bureau from 
the officers of the Army to another department of 
the Government. I know that the general idea 
has been that, to turn over these tribes to the ten- 
der mercies of the Army, was indeed cruel; but it 
was the milk of human kindness compared with 
what they have actually received since the man- 
agement of this department of the public service 
has been taken from the officers of the Army. The 
Indian now flees from your citizens to the soldier 
for protection. Your Indian agents, as a general 
thing, have been wholly unsuited to the duties im- 
posed on them; and the first reform which is made 
in that direction should be to return the superin- 
tendency of these Indian tribes to the officers of 
the Army. 

It is with great reluctance that I have said any- 
thing in opposition to these claims. It is an un- 
gracious task; and had not my convictions been 
thorough and earnest, based upon a most careful 
and laborious examination of all the papers in 
reference to these transactions, I would not have 
opened my mouth. [am persuaded the bill has 
no merits in itself; and | am persuaded that it is 
setting an example of the most pernicious char- 
acter, and one which will entail upon the Govern- 
ment endless expense and endless wars. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. I desire to 
occupy the floor about five minutes. In reference 
to the origin of the war, I say first, that it was 
not caused by an attack made upon the Indians 
by white men; but exactly the reverse. It was 
the regular troops which were first engaged in this 


war; and the volunteers came into service incon- | 


sequence of a requisition of the officers in com- 
mand of those regular troops. 

Mr.OLIN. Mr. Chairman, I am told that my 
language was so understood that I am supposed 
to have insinuated that the gentleman from Oregon 
{Mr. Srovur] was, in some way, interested in this 
measure. certainly never intended to say so, 


- and am wholly unconscious of having conveyed 


or intended to convey such an idea. 

I understood the gentleman from Oregon to say 
that not fifteen per cent. of these claims were 
owned outof the State of Oregon. I merely made 
the remark—which every lawyer will see the 
force of—that he could not possibly know that, 
unless he owned the shidenebinneted he could not 
know who owned them, when they had been 
transferred, and to whom. I certainly did not 
mean to imply by that that the gentleman was in- 
terested in any way in this measure, or had said 
or done anything unbecoming a gentleman, in any 


way. 

Mr. STOUT. I wish, in justice to myself, 
and in explanation of the remark I made at that 
time, to say, that my information is based upon 
a most intimate acquaintance with the people that 
I represent. I know them all. 

Let me say, further, that no Representative 
upon this floor, or at the otherend of the Capitol, 
has any pecuniary interest whatever in this claim, 
directly or indirectly, whatever opinion may be 
entertained to the contrary. For my own part, 
I have a personal interest in this measure; for, 
perhaps, one of the nearest objects to my heart at 
this time is to secure the passage of this measure for 
= e. That is the only interest I have in it. 

r. STEVENS, of Washington. My friend 
from New York has referred to the Indian treaties 
as a cause of this war. I might answer him by 
asking, were the people of thous Territories re- 
sponsible for the treaties? Those treaties were 
made by order of yourGovernment, inconsequence 
of appropriations made by Congress, and by com- 
missioners appointed by the President himself. 
But the official records show that the military 
officers in that country favored those treaties, and 
urged their ratification; and it seems to me that I 
might with safety rest the vindication of those 
treaties, and the charges growing out of them 
against our people, upon the emphatic testimony 
of the officers in command in that quarter. M 
friend also referred to the Yakimas. I stated that 
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outrage upon those Indians. There is none. But 
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there was no official report pointing to any specific 


itis notorious that those Indians murdered, in cold 
blood, many men whom I know to have been 
sober and discreet men; and it was in conse- 
quence of those outrages that a force, under the 
command of Major Haller, was dispatchedagainst 
those Indians, and he was overwhelmingly de- 
feated. 

My friend also referred to the Walla-Walla 
country. I can speak from intimate personal 
knowledge in relation to al! those facts. Those 
Indians were not friendly, but hostile. It was 
well understood at the time, all through Oregon, 
and by all the friendly Indians, that the Walla- 
Wallas and Cayuses were hostile. 1, myself, had 

reat difficulty in making my way through those 
ndians; and had it not been for the Oregon vol- 
unteers, | and my twenty-five men would have 
been engaged in a conflict with seven hundred In- 
dians, who had sworn to cutus off. These things 
are all matters of official record. I appeal, then, 
to every gentleman present, and to the entire 
country, whether the charge that our people have 
provoked these Indian wars is not, not only mon- 
strous, but absurd? They are flesh of your flesh, 
and bone of your bone. They left these plains 
and slopes on the Atlantic, crossing the mountain 
barrier and the unsettled wilderness, to carve out 
homes for themselves on the Pacific coast. It is 
like a fratricide striking at the heart of his brother 
for you to charge these men, who have gone to 
the western eoast, with having been transformed 
into hyenas and beasts of pray. That is all I de- 
sire to say. 

Mr. HASKIN. This Oregon war debt bill is 
a big thing. The Treasury of our Government 
is now bankrupt. Six States are not represented 
upon this floor or upon the floor of the Senate. 
Bills have been urged before this House and in 
the Senate of ten times more importance to the 
immediate interests of the country than this; and 
I suggest that, in point of time, the consideration 
of this bill, let alone its passage, is entirely out 
of place. Therefore, sir, | move that the com- 
mittee do now rise; for I know that there are a 
number of gentlemen who desire to speak in op- 
position to the passage of this bill. I move that 
the committee rise. 

Mr. STOUT. I trust that the committee will 
not rise. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What will 
be the effect if the committee now rises? Will this 
bill be the special order hereafter ? 

The CHAIRMAN. That will depend a good 
deal upon the language of the resolution by which 
this bill was made the special erder. If this bill 
was made the special order for to-day, and from 
day to day until disposed of, it will continue to 
be the special order. 

Mr. STOUT. The special order was confined 
to this day. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that the special order was wr for to-day. If, 
then, the committee rises without disposing of 
the bill, it will have to take its chances hereafter. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Will it be in order 
to move to amend the motion of the gentleman 
from New York, so that the committee shall rise 
and report the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. That amendment is not 
in order. 

Mr. STANTON. Give us a vote in the House 
by yeas and nays. 

Mr. SICKLES. In what position will the bill 
be, if the committee now rises? 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be on the Calen- 
dar, like any other bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman from New York to let the bill go into 
the House, where we can have a vote on it by 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. HASKIN. I would be happy to accom- 
modate the gentleman from Illinois; but there are 
several gentlemen here who desire to propose ad- 
ditional amendments. There are one or two amend- 
ments that I desire to propose myself. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hasxm’s mo- 
tion; and the committee refused to rise. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sran- 
Tron’s amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HASKIN. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

Provided, That said amount shall be paid by and with 
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the bonds to the Governmen a 
lately cheteatal “y t of the United States 
terior, as particularly detailed in the report of Hon. Isaac 


or stolen from the Department of the {n- 
N. Morris, lately made to this House. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that | favo 
the adoption of that amendmentin al Seriousnes : 
This Government is, to-day, bankrupt. Ss. 

Mr. STANTON. I rise to a question of order 
It can scarcely be in order to move an amendment 
of that character. 


Mr. HASKIN. Why not? It is negotiatj, 


paper in the market. The Government is bank. 


rupt to the extent of $100,000,000. 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot see pre- 
cisely why the amendment is not in order, 4 
proposition to pay in bonds of the Governmen; 
would be in order, and a proposition to pay in 
any particular bonds is in order. 

Mr. PRYOR. I suggest to the gentleman f 
New York that the bonds which be proposes tp 
apply to the extinguishment of the Oregon wa; 
debt do not belong to the Government, but to the 
Indians, and were only held in trust by the Goy. 
ernment. 

Mr. HASKIN. The bonds referred to in my 
amendment belong, I trust, to the Governmeni. 
though, perhaps, the question as to innocent hiold. 
ers might intervene, and lawyers might say that 
innocent holders should be protected. 

But, Mr. Chairman, this Oregon war debt is ay 
old soldier. It has been before Congress ever 
since I have been here. I recollect very well that 
General Lane made the passage of this bil! his 
hobby. I can very well understand why mem- 
bers of the Senate from Oregon should be on the 
floor of this House urging the passage of this bill, 

Mr. STOUT. I rise to a question of order, | 
wish to know to what proposition the gentleman 
from New York is addressing himself? 

Mr. HASKIN. I am addressing myself to the 
amendment which I proposed. 

Mr. STOUT. I understood the Chair to rule 
that amendment out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled that it 
was in order. The question whether this is a 
proper mode of paying the debt or not, is another 
question. The question here is whether the com- 
mittee have a right to order it to be paid in this 
mode. The Chair thinks it has. Whether it will 
do so or not, is for the committee to decide. 
Whether the committee will order it to be paid in 
moonshine, is a matter for the committee itself. 

Mr. PRYOR. If the Chair will allow me, there 
is a difference between a proposition to pay in 
moonshine and a proposition to pay in other peo- 
ple’s money—to dispose feloniously of the prop- 
erty of others. These bonds belong to the In- 
dians. The property is none of ours. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is a question as to 
the propriety of the adoption of the amendment. 
It is not a question relating to parliamentary ap- 
plicability. 

Mr. HASKIN. I wasabout to say, Mr. Chair- 
man, that this Oregon war debt is an old soldier. 
It has been the hobby of General Lane and Sen- 
ator Rice. I can well understand that the gen- 
tlemen who represent Oregon in the Senate of the 
United States should feel a decp interest in the 
passage of this bill. It maybe that their election 
depended upon its passage at this session of Con- 
gress. I did myself the honor to vote against the 
admission of n as a State, because I was 
satisfied that she did not, when she was admit- 
ted, contain a population of twenty-five thousand 
people, and I do not believe that she contains 
that population to-day. If this Government |s, 
7 subsidies of this kind, to purchase into this 

nion, and to keep in it, new States—like the 
State of Texas, for instance, which threatens 
go ont of the Union whenever she sees fit—then ! 
say it is time that Representatives here should set 
their faces against this kind of special legislation 
to further the interests of politicians. Now, si; 
it is a well known fact that General Wool, the 
second officer in command of the military forces 
of the country, as pure, as brave, and as good & 
man as lives, has repudiated in toto the whole of 
this Oregon war debt. 

I ask, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, whether, 
at this crisis in the affairs of the country, we Wi!! 
increase the value either of United States stocks 
or of State stocks, by the pa of such a spec 
ulative bill as this? "It is true that certain claims 


have been audited by the Auditor. Now I desire 
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to propose, for the consideration of the commit- 
tee, an amendment providing that none of these 
clarms shall be paid until they are attested by Gen- |) 
eral Seott or General Wool. But trust that the | 
gentleman who is advocating this bill will consent |) 





that the committee shall now rise, So that we may || 


have a further opportunity of discussing and |, the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 


amending this bill. special order, being the bill (S. No. 11) to - 


roposition of || 


Mr. PRYOR. I understand the 
the gentleman from New York to be to suspend 
the success of the measure on the attestation of 
General Scott or General Wool. 

A Memser. Or Louis Napoleon. ; 

Mr. PRYOR. Now, sir, there are no two in- 
dividuals in the United States of America whose 
attestation I would more heartily contemn than 
the certificates of these two persons. General 
Wool has distinetly proposed to carry fire and 
slaughter into the bosom of the South, and Gen- 
eral Scott has organized a military despotism in 
the capital of the Republic, thus overawing the 
deliberations of the Representatives of the people 
with his artillery. 

Not only that, sir, but with a cruelty more un- 
natural than that of Coriolanus, he contemplates 
an invasion of his own mother State. I have to 
tell him, however, that unlike the people of Rome, 
we of Virginia will not essay to propitiate his 
pity by an exhibition of the tears of our maidens 
and our matrons; but will meet him when he 
comes, as beseems the sons of the Old Dominion. 

Now, sir, why rely on these two gentlemen? 
Here is the testimony of General Harney, as I 
understand, in favor of the claim. General Har- 
ney participated in the incidents of that campaign. 
He is perfectly conversant with the claim, and at- 
tests its justice. 

Mr. OLIN. The gentleman from Virginia is 
mistaken about General Harney being in this cam- 
paign. 

Mr. HASKIN. 
to the gentleman. 
reply to him. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from New York to conclude his re- 
marks, and assigned the floor to the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. PRYOR. Now, Mr. Chairman, the suc- 
cess or defeat of this bill ought to be dependent 
on its own merits. The gentleman from New 
York, however, has indulged in a most atrocious 
aspersion on the Senators from the sovereign State 
of Oregon, insinuating that those Senators were 
urging the passage of this bill because their politi- 
cal fortunes were in some sort complicated with 
the success of the measure. I am amazed, with 
all respect to the Chair, that the Chair did not 
call the gentleman to order. Again, I appeal to 
the committee to support or to reject this bill on 
its own intrinsic merits, without regard to any 
adventitious considerations whatever. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that the committee 
do now rise, witha view of moving ig the House 
to close debate; for it is apparent that this line of 
argument will not lead to any progress in the bill. 

ir. HASKIN. Lask the gentleman from Ohio 
to give way a moment that I may reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio yield to the gentleman from New York? 

Mr. STANTON. No, sir. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Bocock reported that 
the Committee of the Whole House had had 
under consideration a special order, the bill (S. 
No. 11) to provide for the payment of the ex- 
penses incurred by the Territories of Oregon and 
Washington, in the suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties therein, in the years 1855 and 1856, and had 
come Jo no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. STANTON. I move that all debate on 
this bill, including the five minutes’ debate, shall 
close in five minutes after the committee shall 
have resumed its consideration. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. POTTLE called for the yeas and nays; and 
for tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and nays 
were not ordered. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


I had the floor, and yielded 
I now desire to say a word in 
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Mr. STANTON. I move that the House again 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Bocoex in 





vide for the payment of the expenses incurred by 
the Territories of Oregon and Washington, in the 
suppression of Indian hostilities therein, in the 
years 1855-56. 
Mr. HASKIN. I desire to propose an amend- 
ment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to 
| the ae that there is an amendment still 
ending. 
Mr. HASKIN. Then, upon that amendment 
I desire very briefly to reply to the remarks of 
the distinguished gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
| Pryor.] 1 must confess to a great amount of 
| surprise at the course which he is pursuing in 
| reference to this bill. It has been my fortune 
heretofore in this House to have had the pleasure 
of acting in concert with him in all measures of 
economy and reform which I have supported; but 
I was still more surprised that that gentleman 
should have attacked the conduct of the first liv- 
| ing soldier in this or any other country, the hero 
| of the Mexican war and a patriot who had his 
| birth in the State of Virginia, which the gentle- 
| man himself in part represents upon this floor. 
I was surprised that he should have attacked a 
citizen of my own State—General Wool—who, 
in the battle fields of Mexico, fought with ‘* Old 
Chippewa,” and contributed to give to the Union 
| the inheritance of renown which resulted to us 
from that war. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Ishould like to know where 
General Wool ever fought with General Scott in 
the Mexican war. 

Mr. HASKIN. I did not say he fought in the 
| same battles with General Scott, but I say that they 

fought in the war with Mexico which gave to the 
Union Texas and the golden fields of California— 
golden fields which have ane this country 
with material wealth almost beyond conception. 
| And, sir, at this present crisis of our affairs, when 
| we find General Scott coming here in the perform- 
| ance of his duty, and in the maintenance of law 
| and order : 

Mr. STOUT. I rise to a point of order. I de- 
sire to know whether this discussion is in order 
| upon this bill, which has been made a special 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, if the point is 
pressed, would hold that it is not in order. 

Mr. HASKIN. I say when we find General 
Scott coming here for that purpose at the request 
of, and to assist, a Democratic President—and 
when we find General Wool, elected by the Le- 
gislature of the Empire State of this Union, at this 
| capital, acting asa civilian to concert measures 
of peace—for the purpose of cementing together 
again the bonds of this Union, now threatened by 
southern treason 

Mr. BURCH. [ask if the gentleman must not 
confine himself to the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say that 
the gentleman from New York is not out of order 
for that reason, as he is not speaking under the 
five minutes’ debate; but as the committee is act- 
ing, under a special order, the gentleman should 
confine himself to the bill and amendment. The 
Chair thinks the debate is taking a rather wide 
range. 

Mr. HASKIN. I was proceeding to say that 
General Wool, elected by the Legislature of the 
great State of New York, is here at Washington 
attending the peace conference, and endeavoring, 
by his action, to compromise, if you please, mat- 
ters, so as to cement this Union together; and itisa 
matter which the gentleman from Virginia should 
not have alluded to in the sarcastic way which 
he did. 

The bill which is under consideration is one 
which was gotten before the House the other day 
by a combination of Democratic support upon 
the other side of the House, of the friends of the 
Democratic Representative from Oregon, and by 
Republican support on this side, by the friends 
of the Republican Senator from Oregon, [Mr. 
Baker. ]} 

Now, sir, I trust that this bill, considering that 
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we have a tariff yet to act upon, that we have yet 
to provide for raising the revenue, considering 
that the Treasury is empty, and the Government 
bankrupt, and that we have yet a Pacific railroad 


| bill to act upon, will not be now pressed, and made 


to supersede more important legislation. 
The question was taken; and Mr. Hasxis’s 
amendment to the amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now move to amend by 
adding this section at the end of the bill: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That if there is not 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, sufti- 
cient for the payment of the several sums hereby appro- 
priated, the President may, on the demand of any of the 
St to whom said sums, or any part thereof, is due, 
ssue bonds of the United States of a denomination not less 
than fifty dollars, bearing not to exceed six per centum in- 
terest, payable annually or semi-annually, in his discretion, 
running not to exceed twenty years; and he may, at his 
discretion, attach coupons to such bonds for the payment 


| of the interest thereon ; and he is authorized hereby to dis 


pose of such bonds at par for the payment of the several 
sums, or any part thereof. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, as amended, was agreed to. 

The question was taken on the substitute offered 
by Mr. Srevens, of Washington; and it was dis- 
agreed to. 


Mr. STOUT. IThope the gentleman from Ohio 


| will give us the opportunity of a vote upon that 


amendment in the House. 

| Mr. STANTON. [tis in substance the bill of 

| the Senate; and the question will come fairly up 
between the amendment we have adopted, and the 

| Senate bill in the House. 





Mr. STOUT. Except that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Washington has a provision 
attached to it for the payment of the sum in bonds. 

Mr. STANTON. If the House reject the 

amendment of the committee, that provision can 

| be added. I move that the committee rise, and 
report the bill to the House. 
he motion was agreed to 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
| resumed the chair, Mr. Bococx reported that 
the Committee of the Whole House had, accord- 
| ing to order, had under consideration Senate bill 
(No. 11) for the payment of the Oregon and 
Washington war debt as a special order, and had 
instructed him to report the same to the House 
| with amendments, and with the recommendation 
that it do pass. 
| Mr. STANTON. I move the previous ques- 
| tion upon the engrossment of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

And then, on motion of Mr. BURCH, (at five 
o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned until Satur- 
day, at twelve o’clock, m. 








IN SENATE. 
Frivay, February 22, 1861. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurney. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of 
yesterday. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask that the further 
reading of the Journal be suspended, so that there 
may be some opportunity for presenting petitions. 
I understand there is a special order for half past 
eleven o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the further reading of the Journal will be 
dispensed with. The Chair hears none. 


TAYLOR DUDLEY. 
Mr. GREEN. The Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 502) 
for the relief of Taylor Dudley, of Minnesota, 
have ee me to report it without amend- 
ment. It proposes to pay to him $370, justi 
due. All he free bills ee <ortifed ae soar 
manner; and I ask the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to put it on its passage. 

No objection being made, the bill (S. No. 502) 
for the relief of Taylor Dudley, of Minnesota, 
was considered as inCommittee of the Whole. It 
proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Taylor Dudley, of Benton county, Min- 
nesota, the sum of $370, duc to him for services 
as clerk of the United States district court for the 
second and third judicial districts of the late Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Is there a report? 

Mr.GREEN. There is no written report. 
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There were three we three disteiots there, and thin'desk || of Silinsie; sepmescnting thet has ese fiemby-and || whem wagseieel dhe: AiMAEARs Mo. enn. c there, and this clerk 
performed the services of two of them as clerk. 
For several years he was regularly paid his fees; 
but at last the Comptroller thought they were en- 
titled to but one clerk for two of the districts, and 
he suspended the payment of these fees, $370. 
They had been paid for several years. The ser- 
vices were performed; the fee bills are certified to 
by the judge and the attorney; and I think the 
money ought to be paid. 

Mr. FESSEN DEN. The inference would seem 
to be that he got paid several years for what he 
was not entitled to; and therefore he ought to be 
paid more. That seems to be the argument. 

Mr.GREEN. Notatall. He performed the 
service under the order of the judge. The ques- 
tion arose with the Comptroller whether the judge 
had the right to appoint more than one clerk, it 
being divided into three districts instead of one. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. One ought to have per- 
formed the duties. 

Mr. GREEN. It is a small matter. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the bill had bet- 
ter be laid aside for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is regularly be- 
fore the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is very manifest that 
there is no quorum in the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
raise that question? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not want to raise the 
question; but I hope the Senate will lay the bill 
aside, and save me the necessity 

Mr. GREEN. There will be no other oppor- 
tunity to call itup. Neither of the Senators from 
Minnesota is present; but I promised them to 
move to take it up the first opportunity. I am 
satisfied of its correctness. I sent to the Depart- 
ment for the statement of the account, and they 
are satisfied. 

Mr. WADE. How mach money does the bill 
appropri ate? 

Mr. GREEN. 
dollars. 

Mr. WADE. Oh, let him have it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., If neither of the Senators 
from Minnesota objects, | shall say nothing. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
ume, and passed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 


Mr. CAMERON presented the memorial of 
the Ocean Telegraph © 





Three hundred and seventy 


| 


| Almon 
' structed me to make a report concurring in the 





ompany, which has for its || 


object the establishment of a submarine telegraph |) 
between Europe and America, praying the aid of || 


Congress; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. THOMSON. I present the petition of 
thirteen hundred and forty-five citizens of Jersey 
City, New Jersey, three hundred of whom voted 
for Mr. Lincoln at the late election for President, 
in favor of the Crittenden resolutions, or any 
other mode of settlement by which peace and 
amity may be restored to the country. 

I also present a petition of the same character, 
signed by a large number of citizens of the city 
ot New Branswick, New Jersey, at the head of 
which is the venerable name of Theodore Fre- 
linghuysen. I move that they lie on the table. 

lt was so ordered. 

Mr. KING presented resolutions unanimously 
adopted at the annual town meeting of Stock- 
holm, New York, disapproving of compromises, 
or concessions to the slave power now in open 
rebellion against the Consthution and Govern- 
ment of the United States; protesting against 
altering the Constitution, and praying Congress 
to abide by their oath to support the Constitution 
and Government of the United States; and to put 
down, with a firm hand, all insurrection, treason, 
or rebellion, and subdue or drive all traitors out 
>» Saag Union; which was ordered to lie on the 
tabie 

He also presented the memorial of lsaac McGay 
and one hundred others, of the city of New York, 
deploring any attempt to defeat the will of the 
people, as expressed at the ballot-box, and peti- 
tioning Congress to be firm in maintaining the 
Union, the Constitution, and the laws; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of 
James Irvine, and other residents and legal voters 
in the town of Savannah, county of Carroll, State 
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of wn hdpaor lune thiesiamessialantentiens 1 eleteamaeneadiaten mea aueameangeamens t aeemeememe representing that they are firmly and 
irrevocably attached to the Constitution and laws 
of the United States as they are; that they are op- 
posed to all compromise with traitors, and with 
all men who are, directly or indirectly, plotting 
the overthrow of the Government; and prayips 
Congress at once to adopt such measures as may 
be necessary to hold — 1 to protect the property 
of the Government, to maintain the honor of our 
fisg» and the integrity of the Union; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RICE presented a petition of citizens of 
St. Paul, Minnesota, in favor of a settlement of 
the sectional difficulties on the plan of compromise 
proposed by the resolutions of Hon. Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN or Hon. Mr. Rice; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 
Kingsville, Ohio, praying Congress to stand firm 
for the Union of the States, the Constitution as it 
is, and the execution of the laws, and against all 
compromise with armed rebels, or ‘those who sym- 
pathize with them; which was ordered to lie on 


the table. 
DOMINICK CONROY. 


Mr. RICE submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Sen- 
ate: 

Resolved, ‘That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate to Ann Conroy, widow of Dominick Conroy, 
late a messenger in the office of the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate, an amount equal to one quarter’s salary of her deceased 
husband, and $150 for his funeral expenses. 


ALMON W. BABBITT. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 585) for the relief of the heirs of the late 
. Babbitt, secretary of Utah, have in- 


report of the House committee, with a recom- 
mendation that the bill pass. I ‘ask the consent 
of the Senate to put this bill on its passage. It 
does not involve a large amount of money, and 
it makes very little difference to the Treasury 
whether it passes or not. It is to give a credit of 
some six or eight thousand dollars in the settle- 
ment of Mr. Babbitt’s accounts. The account 
was found by the Auditor to be $21,000, and it will 
hardly be reduced below that, if the bill passes. 
It is simply to adjust his accounts. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. KING. I think this bill had better lie 
over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, it will lie over. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. GWIN. I ask the Senate to take up the 
post route bill, which was under consideration a 
few days ago on a motion made by me to insist 
on our amendments, and ask for a committee of 
conference. It is important that the bill should 
be acted upon in some form or other; and I hope | 
the Senate will take it up and dispose of it this | 
morning. 

Several Senators addressed the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of the 
Senator from California is in order; but there are 
a number of Senators on the floor with reports 
in their hands. 

Mr. GWIN. I will wait until they get through; 
and I hope the Senate will take up that bill after 
they get through. 

AZEL SPALDING. 


Mr. FOOT. The Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 996) for 
the relief of Azel Spalding, have instructed me 
to report it back, with a recommendation that it 
pass. As it is for the payment ofa small amount 
—$226—I ask that it be put on its passage at this 
time. There was no controversy in the commit- 
tee about it; and it is the first time I have asked 
a favor of this kind this session. 

No objection being made, the bill (H. R. No. 
996) for the relief of Azel Spalding was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It rovides 
for the payment to Azel Spalding of 69, be- 
ing two per cent. on moneys disbursed by him as 
panes arent in the year 1841. 

e bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a hind reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ALEXANDER V. FRAZER. 
Mr. BRAGG. The Committee on Claims, to 
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whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 625) fo 
the relief of Captain Alexander V. Frazer, ate 
instructed me to report it back with a recom. 
mendation that it pass; and I ask the indulgence 
of the Senate to put it on its passage now W 
have had no private claim day for some time aan 
I think this is one of the few meritorious claims 
that I have seen. 

No objection was made; and the bill was cop. 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. |r pro- 
vides for the payment to Alexander V. Frazer of 
$3,920, being an allowance of thirty-five cents , 
ration upon eleven thousand two hundred rations 
furnished by him to the Government, for the crew 
of the United States revenue cutter Lawrence, in 
the year 1849. 


Mr. KING. I ask why this money was not 
paid at that time. 
r. BRAGG. I can explain, if the Senator 


eatie to know, and I shall not take up man 
moments of the time of the Senate. Captain Ppa. 
zer, who was the commander of one of the rey. 
enue cutters, was sent to the Pacific coast. His 
duties required him to be atSan Francisco. Pp. 
fore he went there, which was in the year 1843, 
he entered into a contract with the Government 
to furnish certain rations for the supply of his 
vessel, at thirty cents per ration, and that cop- 
tract was to continue until the Giovernme “nt could 
get rations in the ordinary way by advertising for 
bids, and having them furnished. Captain Frazer 
sent out to California a considerable amount of 
provisions and other supplies for rations. His 
contract ended. A collector was appointed there, 
who made theadvertisement for furnishing rations 
for the Government. The lowest bidder, it appears 
by the evidence, for the rations at that time, was 
two dollars per ration, and he was advised to take 
what he 8 his contract was at an end with 
the Government,) and put them in the market for 
sale. The evidence shows that he was offered 
one dollar per ration. He, however, in good faith, 
I may say with great liberality to the Gov ernment, 
more than is usual on the part of its officers, took 
the amount of supplies which he had and allowed 
the Government to use them. Now, he only asks 
the Government to pay him the additional sum 
which is stated here; when, if he had put his 
rations in the market and sold them to others 
that were ready to buy them, he could have made 
perhaps five times the amount. I think it isa 
remarkable instance of liberality on the part ofa 
public officer; and it is so rare to see an instance 
of that kind, that I hope the Senate will signalize 
its appreciation of it by passing the bill at once. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL PERRY. 


Mr. BRAGG. I have another little bill. The 
Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 678) for the relief of Samuel 
mae » havgexamined the matter this morning 
and have instructed me to report it with a recotn- 
mendation that it pass. If it would not be tres- 
passing too much on the time of the Senate, | ask 
that this bill also be put on its passage. It is a 
small matter. 

No objection was made; and the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to direct the payment to Samuel Perry of 
$638 98, being the amount which was improperly 
deducted from his freight for the transportation 
of Indian supplies in the year 1827, a portion of 
which were lost by the sinking of a flat-boat. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to offer a joint resolution, which 
I think will take no time, and it is important that 
it should be acted on. 

Leave was granted to introduce the joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 64) for the appointment of regents 
of the Smithsonian Institution; and it was read 
a first and second time, and ‘considered as in 


Committee of the Whole. It provides that the 


vacancies in the board of regents of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, of the class “‘ other than mem- 
bers of Congress,” be filled by the appointment 
of William L. Dayton, of New Jersey, in place 
of Richard Rush, deceased; William B. Astor, 
of New York, in place of Gideon Hawley, whose 
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term has expired; and that Cornelius C. Felton, | 

of Massachusetts, whose term has expired, be 

reappointed. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 

! ird d 
ate, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, | 
read the third time, and passed. 


i 
JEAN A. B. DAUTERIVE. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move now to take | 
up the bill (H. R. No. 583) for the relief of the |} 
heirsand legal representatives of Jean A. B. Dau- 
terive: a bill that I have often moved, but it has 
been displaced for several mornings. 1 hope it | 
will now be taken up. j 

Mr. GWIN. I certainly do not wish to inter- 
fere with the Senatorfrom Kentacky; but I made 
a motion some time ago, which was only laid 
aside for reports of committees. I want to take 
up the post route bill, and ask for a committee of 
conference. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. If I could give way to | 








the gentleman without prejudice to my right to 
the floor, though I have last several mornings in 
succession, | would do it. 

Mr. GWIN. I will assist the Senator to get 
up his bill hereafter. I have examined it, and | 
am in favor of its passage; bat there is an im- || 
portant bill on the table, which has been there for 





some ume. On that I want to ask for a commit- 
tee of conference. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
the floor altogether. 

Mr. GWIN. I had the floor on this matter 
this morning, and only gave way for reports. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lhope the Senator will 
allow me to goon. Ihave been displaced three 
or four mornings. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kentucky moves to take up the bill (H. R. No. 
583) for the relief of the heirs and legal represent- 
atives of Jean A. B. Dauterive. 

Mr. WADE. [If this isa bill that is going to 
be discussed for a great while, I think we had | 
better not take it up; but go on with the getieral |! 
business. I do not believe we can get through 
with many of these private bills. I suppose it is 
a short case; but 1 do not know anything about | 
it. If itis to lead to discussion, I shall be opposed 
to taking it up now, because, it seems to me, we | 
ought to be getting through with the public busi- 
ness. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I can state for the infor- 

mation of the Senate what the bill is, without 
saying a word as to its merits one way or the 
other; and then Senators may judge for them- 
selves what time it will be likely to take. Itisa 
bill that proposes to confirm the title to some- | 
thing like half a million acres of land in the State 
of Louisiana, and to provide that where that land 
has been heretofore appropriated by the United 
States to the State or to other purposes than the | 
use of the persons for whose benefit it is to be 
confirmed, they shall be at liberty to locate it on | 
any lands of the United States that have been | 
surveyed and are held at $1 25 an acre in any of 
the other States. That is what the bill proposes. 
It is one of those tiles—— 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
interrupt the Senator from Maine. The hour of 
half past eieven o’clock having arrived, it is the 
duty of the Chair to call up the special order for 
that hour. It is the bill (H. R. No. 299) for the 
payment of expenses incurred in the suppression 
of Indian hostilities in the State of California. 
That is the business now in order. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 1 may move'to post- 
pone that; and | do so, for the purpose of taking 
up this bill for consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
excuse the Chair; he is mistaken in the hour. | 
He observes that it was half past twelve, and not | 
half past eleven o’clock for which House bill No. | 
299 was made the special order. The question is | 
on the motion of the Senator from Kentucky, to | 
take up the bill indicated by him. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not want to take 
up the time of the Senate. If I am rightfully in- 
formed—I do not understand the quantity, except | 
from information—instead of the tract being half | 
a million acres, it is less than half that amount. 
Is a bill of this sort never to be acted on, because | 
peace may choose to discuss it? That can || 

no reason for not considering it. 1 hope it will | 
be taken up and considered, and discussed until | 





If If yield, I shall lose 
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gentlemen are tired of discussing it. 


The threat 
of discussion, | hope, wili not prevent the Senate 
from taking up naasiovaidedhes this bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 can only say that the | 
bill stands very late on the Calendar. There are 
forty, fifty, or more bills, which have been on 
the Calendar for some time, that are before it; and 











| if there are any rights about the matter, they are 


quite as much entitled to be taken up and consid- 
ered as this bill. 

Mr. WADE. Would it be in order for me now 
to move to postpone all other orders, with a view 
to take up a bill? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a motion 
pending now to take up a bill. 

Mr. WADE. I know there is; but would not 
7 motion be in order to supersede that by an- 
other bill? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And then I could make 
another motion to supersede that with another 
bill; and so on without end. 

Mr. WADE. Ido not know how it is; but if 
Ican make sucha motion, I wish to do so. If not, 
of course 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
hear the motion of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. WADE. I move to postpone all prior 
orders, including the motion now before the Sen- 
ate, and to take up the House bill in relation to 
the postal service, which is the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday morning. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It occurs to the 
Chair that that is not in order. The question is 
on the motion to take up the bill indicated by the 
Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to know what 
that bill is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
again read it by its title. 

The Secretary. A bill (H. R. No. 583) for 
the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Jean A. B. Dauterive. 

Mr. HALE, I shall vote against this motion, 
for the reason that I think the post route bill, 
which has been here for about a fortnight, on a 
motion for a committee of conference, ought, in 
justice to California, to be taken up. I shall vote 
against everything else until that is taken up. 

The motion of Mr. Critrenpen was notagreed 
to; there being, on a division—ayes 16, noes 25. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the post route bill. I have 
moved for a committee of conference. It can be 
disposed of in a few moments, I have no doubt. 
It has been here on the table for three weeks. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr.CRITTENDEN. This is the 22d of Feb- 
ruary; and I move that the Senate do now ad- 
journ. The House of Representatives have ad- 
journed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN called forthe yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 21, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Clingman, 
Crittenden, Douglas, Fitch, Green, Hemphill, Hunter, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy, 
ase Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice, and Wig- 
all-——21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony. Baker, Bingham, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, King, Lane, 
Latham, Morrill, Sebastian, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, 
Trumbull, Wade, Wiikinson, and Wilson—28, 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (H. 
R. No. 714) establishing certain post routes is 
before the Senate upon the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the amendments of 
the Senate. 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. President, when the dis- 
cussion upon this question terminated last Mon- 
day, I was calling the attention of the Senate to 
the fact that the object, which my colleague stated 
to the Senate was to be attained by referring the 
—— disagreements between the Senate and 

ouse of Representatives upon this overland mail 
route bill, could not be attained by referring it to 
a committee of conference. He stated that the 
Post Office Committee of the Senate, of which he 
is now acting chairman, were not satisfied that 
the service could be performed for the sum of 
$800,000 per year, as provided in the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill. 
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Now, sir, I hold that a committee of conference, 
if this is the sole object of its reference to them, 
will be just as unable to obtain the desired inform- 
ation as the Post Office Committee itself is now. 
We can never ascertain whether the service can 
be performed for any amount that you embody 
in the bili, unless it is a greater one than this 
body is willing to vote, unl you have received 
the proposals, opened the bids, and seen what the 
large number of contractors throughout the coun- 
try are willing to do in relation to this subject; 
and, therefore, by the mere reference of this ques- 
tion (if that is the sole and only object) to a com- 
mittee of conference, we shall be no better off than 
we are now. The contractors who are in this 
city, that might be brought before that committee 
of conference, are certainly not the only persons 
in the country who would bid for a proposition 
involving the sum of $800,000 per annum for a 
period of four years; and even if every contractor 
who is here, engaged in carrying the mails, should 
say that he would be unwilling to carry it for that 
sum, and that it was impossible to do it, it would 
not, to my mind, be conclusive on the subject. 

But this was not the only difficulty the commit- 
tee had. It was but one of a series of difficulties 
prvenewve to the Committee on the Post Office and 

ost Roads of the Senate, that they were incapa- 
ble of solving. When this bill was brought into 
this body three weeks ago to-day, when it lay 
upon the table, a motion was made by some one 
that the post route bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. My 
colleague, at the time, not happening to be in the 
Senate, I asked that it might he on the table, be- 
cause | thought this body was in full possession, 
from the arguments they had had on previous oc- 
casions, of all the facts relating to the overland mail 
service, and inet as capable of settling it as that 
committee. To my gratification, on the follow- 
ing day,two weeks ago last Saturday, my col- 
league made a motion tlrmt we concur in the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to this 
bill. The bill lay in that condition; it never was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads of the Senate; but it lay for two weeks 
without any action whatever being taken upon it. 
Why? The Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads of this body had before them a new 
and original proposition—a he saree offered, 
as I have been informed, by all the members of the 
committee with whom I have conversed, by my 
colleague himself—proposing to consolidate the 
central route with the Butterfield line, terminate 
the latter, and have but one route across the coun- 
try. That proposition I have before me, a copy 
of which I got from a member of the committee; 
and I will ask the Clerk to read it, in order that 
the Senate may be in full possession of the exact 
condition of this bill. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
is hereby authorized and directed to modify the contract un 
route No. 12578-——— 

Mr. COLLAMER. Let me ask if that is the 
Butterfield route? 

Mr. LATHAM. Yes, sir; route No. 12578 to 
the Butterfield route. 

Mr. HALE. I would ask the Senator from 
California, what was his statement in regard to 
that which is being read? 

Mr. LATHAM. I said that was a copy of the 
amendment that was before the committee for 
their consideration, offered by my colleague, on 
which they could not come to a final agreement. 

Mr. HALE, I want to inquire if that is in 
order. It strikes me that it is contrary to the 
rules of proceeding. 

Mr. GWIN. I should like to know how the 
Senator from California got the inchoate proceed- 
ings of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads? 

Mr.COLLAMER. The Senator has that read 
as part of his remarks. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) What is the point of order raised by 
the Senator from New Hampshire ? 

Mr. HALE. That the discussions or proceed- 
ings of a committee are not in order to be brought 
before the Senate, either to be debated by a mem- 
ber or by Senators generally. 

Mr. LATHAM. =I was not aware that there 
was any secrecy connected with anything which 
occurred before a committee of this y, ofa 
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oo character. If there is, I withdraw this. 


certainly would not obtrude on any privacy of 
a committee; but I have never before understood | 


in this body that any great measure pending be- |) 


fore any committee of the Senate was not open | 
to the investigation of every member of this body, | 
particularly when it interested his constituency. 
Mr. HALE. [I raise the question of order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
does not regard it as a question of order to be de- 
cided by him as such. It is a mere question of | 


propriety. 
Several Senators. Go on. 


The Secretary continued the reading, as follows: 


Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General is hereby authorized and directed to modify the 
contract for mail service on route No. 12578, so as to pro- 
vide, in lieu of the present service, for the transportation 
of the entire mail tri-weekly overland between St. Joseph, 
Missouri, or any other point on the Missouri river, con- 
nected by railroad with the East and Folsom, California, 
over the central route, and for the delivery of the entire mails 
semi-weekly for Denver City and Great Salt Lake City: 
providing by said modified contract that the éntire letter 
and newspaper mail shall be carried through in twenty 
days, when the same shall not exceed six hundred pounds 
in weight, and the remainder of the newspaper mail, if any, 
and all other printed matter, shall be carried through in 
thirty-five days; but the contractors shall be permitted to 
carry all printed matter by the steamship route at their own 
expense, at least semi-monthly, from New York to San 
Francisco, the service to commence on the Ist day of July 
next, and to terminate on the JOth day of June, 1865; and 
the Postmaster General shall require said contractors to 
run over said route a pony express on alternate days with 
the mails, by which they shall transport, free of charge, 
when required, mail matter not exceeding five pounds in 
weight, and shall carry ali letters or newspapers for the 
public ata charge not exceeding fifty cents per quarter ounce 
of weight; such express mails to be carried through during 
six months of the year in eight days, and during the residue 
of the year in twelve days. And the Postmaster General 
is authorized and directed to pay said contractors for the 
entire service above provided for, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of hun- 
dred thousand dollars per annum; and shall take from said 
contractors a written release of all claims for damages for 
the modification of said route No. 12578, and allow them 
their present rate of pay while transferring their stock and 
material to said central route: Provided, That if the said 
contractors on route No. 12578 shall not, on or before the 
15th day of March next, assent to a modification of their 
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contract on the terms above provided, it shall be the duty 
of the Postmaster General to discontinue the mail ser- 
vice on said route No. 12578, and contract with the parties 
now carrying the mails on route No. 8911 for the trans- 
portation of the mails tri-weekly over said central route 
and the establishment of a pony express on the terms an 

considerations above spactied and for a compensation not 


the said contractors on route No. 8911, shall refuse to enter 
into euch contract, then the Postmaster General shall ad- 
vertise tor proposals for the performance of said service, 
and shall award the contract to the lowest responsible bid- 
der furnishing ample guarantees of his ability and disposi- 
tion to perform such contract: Provided, That the amount 
of his bid shall not exceed —— hundred thousand dollars 
per year ; bids to be received until the 15th of April next. 
Mr. LATHAM. Now, Mr. President, the 
Senate will see that here is an entirely new and 
original proposition. The asking of a committee 
of conference, when it is demanded, necessarily 
implies to the House of Representatives that the 
Senate stands by the proposition which passed 
upon the co route bill at the close of the last 
session; that there is a direct disagreement be- 
tween the two Houses relative to the proposi- 
tions respectively submitted by each that requires 
a committee of conference, in order that there 
may be a reconciliation, if possible. I donot pro- 
pose at this time to take up this amendment that 
was debated by the committee. I have my ob- 
jections to it. On the one hand, it provides but 
for a tri-weekly service across one route, while I 


exceeding —— bundred thousand dollars per year; and if 


to give to the people of that State a daily service. 
When we contrast it with the service under the 
bill that Lam here advocating—which gives a mail 
six timesa week over one route, and twice a week 
over another, making eight times a week—there 
is a very marked discrepancy. 

What is to be done when you get a committee 
of conference? 1 ask Senators if it is nota clear 
intimation to the House of Representatives that 
the proposition that we put on the post route bill 
at the close of the last session is the proposition 
which is acceptable to this body. Whenthat com- 
mittee is appointed and meet in session, if the 
find they cannot reconcile the particular proposi- 
tions now before the body, and this proposition 
just read is brought forward, entirely new in its 
character, and it is agreed to by the committee, 
when that report is brought back to the Senate we 
have no alternative but to swallow it, or to take 








think the dominant party of this country is pledged 
| 
| 








| route bill. Theaction ofa committee of conference 
isfinal. When their report is made, under your 
rules itis not amendable. The simple question 
| propounded to the body is: ** Will you agree, or 
| will you disagree to the report of the committee?” 
| If you disagree, you may ask for a new commit- 

tee, and so the same thing may be repeated. 
Now, sir, what | want the Senate of the United 
| States to do is, itself to pass upon the question. 
| It is itself the best committee of conference that I 
| know of,ona great question like this. I know the 
| Senators from Arkansas want to be heard upon 
| the destruction of the Butterfield line. The Sen- 
| ators from Missouri, from Kentucky, from 'Ten- 
| nessee, are also directly interested init. So, also, 
| are the Senators from New York, because the 
| stockholders of that line live principally in the 
| State of New York. So, also, are the Senators 
| from Ohio, for a portion of the stockholders live 
| there; and I certainly desire to be heard myself, 
for a portion of the people of the State that 1 rep- 
resent are interested in this contract. The entire 
lower part of California, by such an amendment 
as this, if the proposition should ever be brought 
in here, are deprived of all mail facilities. There- 
fore, instead of submitting this question to a com- 
mittee of conference at this stage of the argument, 
at this point of disagreement between the two 
Houses, it is far better that the Senate should first 
determine on the line of policy that it is determ- 

ined to adhere to, while the subject is within its 
| ower and under its control, and then, if the other 
Siamns does not agree to its action, to ask fora 
committee of conference. As yet, sir, we have 
come to no final conclusion, adopted no certain 
line of action for us to pursue as regards this great 
overland mail system. 

The Senate will recollect that, upon the last 
day of the last session, on motion, I think, of the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Wi son,] the proposition as it is now in the bill 
was agreed upon by the Senate. It was a dernier 
resort. It was offered, after a long and protracted 
struggle, to get something like a perfect mail sys- 
tem between the Atlantic States and the Pacific 
coast. Whatdoes that provide for? Over the 
central route it authorizes the entire mail to be 
transported, and bids to be received to the Ist 
day of December—that is, last December—the 
service to commence on the Istday of July, 1861, 
and the amount is entirely left out. It then au- 
thorizes temporary steamship service, to be dis- 
continued upon ninety days’ notice, and provides 
for the payment of a sum of moncy not exceed- 
ing $400,000 for that service, and leaves the But- 
terfield route entirely untouched. That is the 
proposition we sent to the other House. During 
the recess of Congress, events have occurred to 
which it is unnecessary to call your attention, for 
they are familiar to you all. ‘The depressed con- 
dition of our public Treasury, the condition of 
affairs in our southern States, through a portion 
of which the Butterfield line passes, a desire to 
economize, have led a large number of the mem- 

bers of this body to change their opinions in re- 
lation to the postal service between the Atlantic 
| and the Pacific, and to follow the path of economy 
upon the one hand and to look to the prospect of 





to concentrate and unite these lines, and have but 
one great thoroughfare between the Atlantic States 
and the Pacific coast. 

If the Senate is determined to stand by its own 
proposition, the amendment put on by the House 
of Representatives, considering the above-named 
causes, and these facts as | have stated them, is 
far moreacceptable. Why? Instead of $400,000 
to steamships, it limits it, to $350,000. Instead 
of ninety days’ notice, it requires but sixty. In- 
stead of putting us afloat on the sea of bidders 
and speculators, it limits the sum to $800,000, so 
that under no circumstances can the amount for 
carrying the mail between the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific, supposing the Butterfield line to remain as 
it is, exceed $1,400,000; while —e the proposi- 
tion we put on the bill it may be $1,400,000, it 
may be less, but it still is within the category of 
possibilities that it may run up to $2,000,000, for 
there is no limitation whatever. 

I desire to call the attention of the Senate, for 
a moment, to the sum we are now paying for car- 
rying the mail between the Atlantic States and 
the Pacific coast, in order, if economy is your 


future difficulty upon the other, and, if possible, 
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object, that you may pursue that policy which 


while it economizes, will at the same time give 
us better facilities than we now possess. You = 
paying on the Butterfield line the sum of $637,009 
perannum. The additional $37,000, not mene. 
allly included in the estimate of its cost, ; 
from carrying the mail between Comanche Springs 
and El Paso, a portion of the old route (as thp 
Senator from New Hampshire knows very well) 
running from San Antonio to El Paso. That ser. 
vice is a semi-weckly service. You are paying 

from St. Joseph to Salt Lake City, twice amonti,” 
$145,000. You are paying, from Julesburg to 
Denver City, once a week, $15,000. You are pay- 
ing for the mail carried from Salt Lake City to 
Placerville, twice a month, $33,000. That is, in 
the aggregate for the land service, youare paying 
$830,000. To that you mustadd the amount pai 
to the steamships running from New York to 
San Francisco, $350,000, and it makes a total of 
$1,180,000 for the mail facilities between the At. 
lantic coast and the Pacific. You have, for this 
large expenditure of money, really but a semj. 
weekly overland service; because the service that 
now runs from St. Joseph, by way of Salt Lake 
City, to Placerville, is for the advantage of yo 
person except those who live along the line of 
travel, and it certainly is of no advantage, either 
in mail facilities or for any other known purpose, 
to the people of the State that I represent. You 
have a tri-monthly service by sea; thus making, 
during a period of one month, for the Pacitic 
coast, but eleven mails; while the amendment 
proposed by either of the bodies, the Senate or 
the House of Representatives, would give a daily 
service over one route, and semi-weekly service 
over the other, making eight mails per week; sup- 
plying not only that coast, but the large and ex- 
tensive country lying between the Atlantic States 
and the Pacific coast, now comprising your Ter- 
ritories. 

If the amendment put on by the House of Rep- 
resentatives should be acceded to, what, I ask, 
will be yourcondition? You will have increased 
the expenditures that you are now paying but 
$220,000 per annum. Ten will have a daily mail 
service over the northern route, and a semi-weekly 
service over the southern route, making eight 
mails per week, while the increase of cost, as 
against what you now pay, is $220,000 per an- 
num, as I have justsaid. If the Senate say that 
this is too much; that this is a Jarger sum than 
they are willing to give; that, in the present con- 
dition of the finances of the country, they cannot 
give to the people of the Pacific coast, notin view 
alone of their mail facilities, but to keep upa line 
of travel and emigration, and bind that State to 
the Atlantic States, such a large sum of money— 
I ask the Senate, if that is the opinion of a ma- 
jority of this body, to determine iése/f upon the 
line of policy which it will pursue in concentrat- 
ing those two lines and,in diminishing this ex- 
penditure. If I am met here by the argument 
that there is a want of time, that there are buta 
few days to elapse, and that it is better to give to 
three members of this body the details of a great 
measure like this, | say to you, Senators, that by 
so doing you let the matter pass out of your power 
to make any amendment or modification; and the 
report of thet committee, when it comes back 
here, will create just as much opposition as if = 
considered it in the first instance yourselves. ‘The 
Senators who are directly interested in this ques- 
tion must be heard; and Tweuld prefer that they 
should be heard by this body, when it can modify 
its acon so as to meet their views and their in- 
terests, rather than to give it to a committee of 
conference, whose report is final, subject to no 
modification; and we have either to agree or lo 
reject it. 

Mr. President, I do not propose to occupy the 
attention of the Senate. 1 simply wished to pre- 
sent, in as brief a manner as could, my views 
in relation to this matter. I have always believed 
that there would be supplemental legislation re- 
quired if the amendments of the House of Rep- 
resentatives were concurred in by the Senate; and 
I believe that if this post route bill had been 
pressed over two weeks ago to its passage, the 


comes 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads of 


the House and the Committee on Finance might, 
by this time, have agreed upon some proposition 
to unite these lines, or to curtail the expenses 1" 
some way, doing justice to the contractors—doing 
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justice to those routes that were discontinued by 
‘the repeal of the great Butterfield line—and there 
could be harmony. If Lam mistaken in this, 
am sure there is nothing to be attained, until a 
ators agree upon some definite policy, by sub- 
mitting it to a committee of conference; and if 
you do agree upon a direct line of action upon 
your part, you have no right to suppose that the 
House of Representatives will not agree to It. 
When you ask them for a committee of confer- 
ence, it is virtually saying to them, ‘* the propo- 
sition we put upon the bill last session 1s our ul- 
timatum; reconcile the two if you cans but here 
is the line of policy we want adopted.”” If you 
do that, you do quite as much as I ask, quite as 
much as my constituency ask, and you show 
more liberality than I have reason to believe you 
will; because you will leave the Butterfield route 
untouched, and you will have a certainty of get- 
ting a daily overland service by the central route 
at any cost, let it be whatit may. _ 

Now, sir, | want to say another thing, and then 
I shall have done. I came to this body from the 


people whom I have, in my humble manner, en- | 


deavored to represent, under the public pledge 
that I would, if possible, get them a daily over- 
land mail. The people there are not exacting. 
Theydo not want you to be extravagant, or more 
liberal to them; but they do ask, let the cost be 
what it may—whether you concentrate the lines; 
whether you give them but one line; whether you 
give them two—let the arrangement be such that 
they will have a daily overland mail between the 
Atlantic States and the Pacific coast. Gentlemen 
of the Republican party, let me say to you, that 
you got the electoral vote of that State for your 
nominees for President and Vice President from 
the people of that State, under the belief that you 
are committed, by your Chicago platform, to this 
proposition. Large masses of the a of that 
State have no interest whatever in, and care but 
very little about, the other questions that divide 
the two parties of the country; but this was vital, 
and when your convention at Chicago put this 
into your platform—made it a plank—there were 
hundreds of people there, looking solely to this 
pledge on the part of your party, that came for- 
ward and supported your nominees, irrespective 
of their political proclivities, 
the Senate, whatever may be the fate of this dis- 
cussion; whatever may be the result of this con- 
flict between the two Houses; whatever may be 
the result of this unfortunate disagreement be- 
tween my colleague and myself; 1 plant myself 
according to my pledge upon that plank, and I 
will never be content to receive anything at the 
hands of this body, or of Congress, which does 
not provide for a daily overland service. 

Mr.GWIN. If my colleague would only stand 
by what he and I agreed upon, and what passed 
the Senate atthe last session, we never should have 
a disagreement. Any disagreement between the 
Senator and myself originates from the fact that 
he has ehaaaed positions since the last session of 
Congress, 

Mr. KING. I wish to offer an amendment, 
only that you may have it before you. 

Mr. GWIN. 1 do not want to have it read, 
because we have a special order for half past 
twelve o’clock. ? 

Mr. SEWARD. If the honorable Senator will 
give me leave. Lintended to offer this amendment, 
but was out of the Chamber. I do not ask it to 
be read; | only send it up. 

Mr.GWIN. Well, let it be offered. 

Mr. SEWARD. Itis an amendment to this 
bill, providing for changing the route. 

Mr. LATHAM. Lask whether, at this stage 

of proceedings, this matter is amendable. 
_ ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) No motion arises with regard to 
the amendment at this time; it is only offered in 
anticipation of presenting it. 

Mr. LATHAM. I misunderstood the Senator 
from New Yor!s. 

Mr. GWIN. What is the question before the 
Senate at this cime? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question, 
as the Chair understands it, is on the motion of 
the Senator from California, (Mr. Gwin,] thata 
committee of conference be appointed on the part 
of the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses upon the post route bill. 

Mr. LATHAM. The question, | think, is on 


I say, therefore, to | 
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my motion, which has priority, to agree to the 
House amendments. 
Mr. GWIN. Ido not think it has priority; 
but that is nota question of any importance. 
Mr. GREEN. I rise to a point of order. 


I think the first question is on 
the amendment; next on agreeing; and third, on 


| e . s = 
| disagreeing and asking for a conference. 


| amotion that the Senate insist on its amendments 


| committee of conference; and my colleague moves 
| that the Senate, instead of insisting on its own | 








Mr. GWIN. Let me go on. 


|, such a bill as I would have drafted, although it 


Mr. GWIN. Ido not wish to raise any ques- 
tion of order, but I desire to state the point be- 
tween my colleague and myself. I have submitted 


providing for a daily overland mail, and ask fora 


/amendments, agree to the amendments of the 
House. 

Now, Mr. President, when the bill to construct 
a Pacific railroad passed the House of Represent- 
atives and came to this body, although it was not 


| was not the best bill that could have been passed, 
in my judgment, yet, in order to consummate 
something, to lay the foundation of that great 
work, | rose in my place and urged the Senate to 





pass the bill as it came to us from the House, be- 
cause I knew, if it was defective, we could cure 
those defects by subsequent legislation, and thus 
make one step toward the commencement of that 
great work. Unfortunately, the Senate differed 
from me. They amended the bill. It went back 
| to the House; and there I fear it sleeps the sleep 
of death. On the same principle, when this post 
route bill came back from the House amended, 
| Iwas of the opinion that, if we could then—which 
was three weeks ago—consummate the legisla- 
tion, so that there would be established a daily 
overland mail on the central route, we could, dur- 
ing the balance of the session, so arrange the mail 
service that we could have a certain route by 
| which we would have a daily mail to California. 
| Therefore, although I differed with the House, I 
made a motion to agree to the House amendments, 
| on the same principle that I agreed to their Pacific 

railroad bill, in order that we might consummate 
' some legislation in the present distracted state of 
_ the country, and, | may add, disorganized position 

of the two Houses of Congress, on which we 
| could base subsequent legislation that would se- 

cure us this mail service; but it is well known to 

us that the Senate refused to agree to the House 

amendments. Thedistinguished Senatorfrom Vir- 

ginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] who is potential on this side 
| of the Chamber, the Senator from Vermont, {Mr. 
| CottamerR,] known to this body as being as fa- 
| miliar with the mail service as any member of the 
| Senate, and more so, having been Postmaster 
| General; and even one of my colleagues on the 
Post Office Committee, the Senator from New 
| Hampshire, (Mr. Have,] objected. It could not 
| pass the Senate. ‘Then it was, sir, that the sub- 
| ject was considered informally in the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator will excuse 
me. Ihave no recollection of ever saying a word 
about the measure in any way. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator will recollect that 
he said he could not agree to vote to give this 
central route, and also continue the Butterfield 
route. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 1 do net deny that I may 
have said that privately; but | said nothing about 
it in the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. I know the Senator gave that as 
areason then for being opposed to the adoption 
of the House proposition. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Senator calls my 
name in the discussion, as if I had participated 
init. I never had any participation in it what- 
ever, and never made a single remark in the Sen- 
ate about it. 

Mr. GWIN. I know the Senator did not; but 
he gave that as a reason for being opposed to it 
then. 

Mr. LATHAM. I do not wish to interrupt 
my colleague; but, with his permission, I wish to 
say he forgets one fact. Those amendments of 
the House—and the record will bear me out in 
the assertion—were never debated in the Senate 
| thirty minutes. When my colleague made the 
| motion to concur in them, two weeks ago last 
| Saturday, at the close of the day’s session, the 

Senator from Virginia and the Senator from New 
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Hampshire objected; the discussion lasted about 
thirty minutes, and the subject went over to the 
following Monday. There never has been any 
indication, by vote or otherwise, whether the Sen- 
ate would agree or disagree to the proposition of 
the House. 

Mr. GWIN. It was perfectly apparent that 
we could not get it heatak the Senate. That was 
very clear, If it was not, my colleague was de- 
ficient in his duty in not pressing the question. 
I knew it would be defeated if it was pressed, and 
I did not want it to be defeated—afleast that was 
my judgment then. 

A I intend to review these House amend- 
ments. I will first state what the Senate amend- 
ment was. After long and elaborate discussion, 


| last year, we came to an agreement to pass an 


amendment to this post route bill; and here it is: 

“That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to advertise for proposals for the daily 
transportation of the entire mail, overland, between St. 
Louis, Missouri, and San Francisco, California, over the 
central route, in twenty days’ time, the bids to be received 
until the Ist day of December next ensuing, and the ser- 
vice to commence on the Ist day of July, 1861; and the 
Postmaster Gencral is hereby directed to award the con- 
tract to the lowest responsible bidder.” 

My colleague stated that this was an amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Massachusetts. 
He is mistaken. It was reported from the Post 
Office Committee by the chairman of that com- 
mittee, after a full and claborate examination of 
this question, on the véry last day of the session, 
and passed without opposition. The issue be- 
tween my colleague and myself is, whether we 
shall have a daily overland mail on the central 
route certain, or whether we shall insert & restric- 
tion in the proposition that will destroy it, That 
is the question between us. In addition to what 
I have read, we inserted a section providing fora 
temporary steamship service, in order that the 
service might certainly go on. Here it is: 

* That the Postmaster General is authorized to provide 
temporary steamship service by the nearest and most ex- 
peditious route between New York and San Francisco, at 
a cost not exceeding $400,000 a year, reserving to the Gov 
ernment the privilege of annulling the contract, after the 
commencement of the overland service, upon ninety days’ 
notice.”’ 

My colleague speaks of the economy of the 
legislation of the House in reducing this sum to 
$350,000. The Postmaster General obtained the 
service for $350,000; it is now being performed 
for that sum; and therefore, for that reason, the 
House amended it. Now, what is the proposi- 
tion of the House? My colleague is entirely 
mistaken as to the amount of the liabilities of the 
Government under it. What are they? In the 
first instance, we have got the Butterfield route, 
costing $637,000, according to his statement. In 
addition to that, we have the central route, at 
$800,000—making $1,437,000. In addition to that, 
we provide, in an additional section put on this 
bill for a four years’ service connecting with this 
Butterfield route, at $150,000. It is a legislative 
contract, making that route and connecting it with 
the Butterfield route. Therefore the bill, as it 


| comes to us from the House, imposes an obliga- 


tion on this Government, by legislative contracts, 
for nearly one million six hundred thousand dol- 
lars; and therefore they are contracts that you 
cannot discontinue without the contractors com- 
ing before Congress and asking for damages. In 


| addition to that, after the bill had passed, after it 


came here, and [| had made the motion to concur 
in their amendments, although I was opposed to 
them, they sent for the bill. They took it back, 
and put anamendment in the billin regard to the 
ocean service, reducing the sum to $350,000, 


| which is the contract price for which they are 


carried now, and reducing the notice to sixty 
days, and leaving it still to the discretion of the 
Postmaster General, whether he would continue 
that service or not when this overland service was 
obtained. He is not required to discontinue it; 
so that, according to this bill, that ocean service 
can be continued. The expenses incurred under 
the bill, ifit passes, will be nearly one million nine 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars; $1,600,000, 
certain, and probably $350,000 additional, if this 
is left to the discretion of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. This measure, which is recommended to 
the Senate for its economy, increases the expend- 
itures over the present service seven or eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

What had the Committee on the Post Office and 
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Post Roads before them? They had this import- 
ant subject before them, to secure this service on 
the central route for the least amount for which 





the service could be performed. The Senatorfrom | 


New Hampshire will no doubt state to the Sen- 
ate Lefore this discussion is over, that he has op- 


was some legislation in regard to the Butterfield 
route. ‘That is an old pomt with him. What the | 
Senator has had read here as the action of the | 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, was | 
not the final action of that committee. The final | 
action of that committee was, on the motion of | 
the Senator from New Hampshire, to ask for a | 
committee of conference; and it was then determ- 
ined, if we got this mail service, we would give 
$1,000,000 for it; and, if necessary, could discon- 
unue the Butterfield route, and give them six | 
} 


. : | 
posed the creation of the central route until there || 


months’ pay for the discontinuance, 

Now, Mr. President, I desire to say a word in 
regard to the efficiency of this service under the | 
amendment proposed by the House. I haveshown | 
that the liability of the Government under that | 
proposition will be nearly two million dollars. 
Chere will bea certain liability of $1,600,000; and | 
if the ocean service is continued, it willamount to | 
oe The Postmaster General, under the | 

ill as it comes to us from the House, can con- 
tinue that service if he chooses to do it, 
said that he shall discontinue it. It says he may | 
discontinue it; but it does not require that he shall 
do it. He may do it at his discretion. Now, sir, | 


what kind of service is it? My colleague boasted | 


the other day that, if this bill should pass, we 
should have the most perfect system ever devised. | 
How perfect is it? We have just received notice 
that the Butterfield route is cut up by the roots; 
that it is cut right in two at the center. It is 


stopped inall itsstages through the State of Texas, |; 


some six or seven hundred miles. We have no 
mail now but the ocean service, except twice a 
month across by the Salt Lake route, which m 

colleague says is not a California route at all. 





This ts the perfect service that he speaks of—the | 


Butterfield route being a partof it. It turns out to 
be no service at all. 


In regard to the daily mail on the central route, |; 


I have never seen one man yet, who deserved the 
confidence of the country, and who had examined 
this question, who said that the entire mail of the 
United States could be carried on that route for 
$800,000—I mean the entire mail. 
word of the law; and it is intended by the Con- 
gress of the United States that it shall be the entire 
mail, 

The Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads had before them the bill reported by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio from that committee, which has | 
been under consideration in the Senate, which 
passed the House by upwardsofa hundred major- 
ity, which enlarges the power or discretionof the 
Postmaster General, in order to enable him to dis- 
continue mail service in the seceding States. Under 


that bill, one of the very first acts of the Post- || 


master General, in my judgment, would be to dis- 
continue one of these great routes of the per- 
fect system my colleague speaks of. We could 
not shut our eyes to that fact. We could not put 
it on the uncertain contingency, that if the mails 
could not be carried daily in four-horse post 
coaches, six times a week over the central route 
for $800,000, we should not have a mail at all, 
and therefore must be entirely dependent on the 
Butterfield route, as we are now. We could not 


| 


| terfield route would be destroye 
|| to occur; and more than that 


|| the chair.) 
Itisnot |, 


That is the || 
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| stages that go through in twenty days, and the the Chicago platform, that the bill should be dis. 





| balance goes through in thirty-five days. We 
|" wanted to ascertain whether there was any pos- 
|| sibility of carrying such an enormous mail all the 
|, year round—twenty-five hundred pounds of de- 
partures daily, one thousand to go through in 
twenty days, and fifteen hundred in thirty-five 
| days, for this sum of money, $800,000. 
Then there is another odious discrimination in 
this bill. They take a partof the prioted matter, 
utit with the letters,and it is to be carried through 
| in twenty days, and the balance in thirty-five 
days. I do not pretend to say there is any inten- 
_ tion to abuse this power, but it could be abused to 
| ostracize certain printed documents, and to give 
| favoritism to others. Compare and printed 
t 


} 


documents might be permitted to go through in 
twenty days, while the rest would not go through 
for thirty-five days. My objections, therefore, to 
the House amendment were, because of its uncer- 
tainty, that it was impossible we could get the 
service for $800,000 for the entire mail; and then 

| there was more than a probability that the But- 
ee suspended 

| by what has already occurred, and what is likely 





| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
‘The Senator from California will sus- 
pend his remarks. It becomes incumbent on the 


Chair, under the rule of the Senate, to arrest the 


\| further consideration of this bill at this time, and 


call up the bill which was made the special order 
for half past twelve o’clock to-day, which is a bill 
for the payment of certain expenses incurred in 
the suppression of Indian hostilities in the State 
of California; which bill is now before the Senate 


as in Committee of the Whole, and open to 


| amendment. 

Mr. LATHAM. I hope it will lie over tem- 
porarily, in order to allow my colleague to con- 
| clude his remarks. 

Mr. GWIN. [hope not. I will let my speech 
| be cut in two rather than disturb that bill. 
, The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is be- 
| fore the Senate, unless there is a motion made for 
| a postponement. 
Mr. HALE. I move to postpone it. I think 
| it is due to the Senate and the country that this 
| ‘post route bill shoyld be disposed of. 
| Mr. GWIN. The bill which is now taken up 
as the special order will not occupy ten minutes, 
It has been examined by the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs of both Houses of Congress, and by 
all the Departments of the Government. It is the 
best guarded bill that has ever come up before the 
| Senate to pay for any Indian wardebt. Itreduces 


| the pay there to what is paid the soldiers of the 


| United States. Ido not think it will take ten 
| minutes to go through with it; and then we can 
| take up this other subject, in regard to the post 
| route bill, and dispose of that. I believe we can 
| dispose of both subjects to-day. 

| Mr. HALE. | insist on my motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | leave it to Senators to 
| take such course as they see fit with reference to 
| these bills, and the question of priority between 

them; but I want them to understand distinctly 
| that when one o’clock arrives, I shall move to take 
| up the appropriation bill and go on with it. 
| Mr. LATHAM, It was on my motion that 
| this bill for the payment of the war debt was post- 
| poned until to-day, and I renewed the motion as 
| an act of courtesy to my colleague, supposing that 
| he wished to go on with his speech. As he does 


put it on that contingency, and thus run the risk | not wish to do so, | hope we sball take up that 


of having no mail at all. 

My colleague talks about a committee of eon- 
ference consulting contractors and outsiders. Sir, 
I have been on a great many committees of con- 
ference, and this is the first time l ever heard it |) 
intimated that committees of conference of the || 
two Houses of Congress made any such consult- | 
ations. The reason we want the committee of 
conference is far above and beyond that. We 
want it to examine the facts, to see if we could not 
reconcile the differences between the two Houses, 
so that we could have this service certain, What 
are the facts? I find the weight of this overland 
mail is about sixty thousand poundsa month. It 
is carried six times a week, twenty-four times a 
month; and therefore there are twenty-five hun- 
dred pounds to be carried daily over this central 
route, winter and summer. That is the average; | 
a thousand pounds is required to be carried in the | 


——— 


| bill and go on with it. 


I have something to say 
on that bill also. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New Hampshire moves to postpone the spe- 
cial order, shiek is the bill providing for the pay- 
ment of the California war debt. Does the Sen- 
ator name any time for its consideration? 

Mr. HALE. I do not care at what time it is 
considered; but I wish to state to the Senate that 
1 think there is something due to this. measure, 
due to the Senate, and due to the country, beside 
settling the personal differences of opinion be- 
tween the Senators from California. I have a 
responsibility in regard to this bill as a member 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and | desire—certainly | will not take 
more than ten or fifteen minutes—to explain my 
views on the subject. 1 think it due to California, 


and due to the gentlemen who put that plank in 
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posed of. (Laughter.} 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from Main 
will give us time to get through with this subject 
It will not detain the Senate long. ome, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I must make the moti, 
at one o’clock. P 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moyeg to 
—— the bill now before the Senate providine 

ne payment of expenses incurred in the gy, 
pression of Indian hostilities in California, 

Mr. LATHAM. I should like to know of the 
Senator who makes the motion, to what time does 
he propose to postpone the bill? 


Mr. HALE. I do not care what time. 

Mr.GWIN. Make it the special order for 
half past twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair pats 
the motion as made by the mover. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move to amend it b say- 
ing half past twelve o’clock to-morrow. [+ (0h, 


no !”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques. 
tion will be on assigning a special hour for jis 
consideration, and then on postponing the bill, 

Mr. LATHAM. While | move to amend the 
motion of the Senator from New Hampshire, | 
want the Senate to understand that I shall pot 
favor the motion even if it is amended, | merely 
want to supply a deficiency in the motion. 

Mr. HALE. I cannot hear a word you sa 
There are a dozen Senators around me talking 
louder than you are. 

Mr. LATHAM. I say that, by moving to 
amend your motion by fixing a certain hour to- 
morrow for the consideration of the bill, | do not 
wish it to be understood that I favor the motion, 
I merely wanted to supply a deficiency in it, in 
order that the bill might not lose its position. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved to 
amend the motion of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, by assigning the bill for special considera- 
tion to-morrow at half past twelve o’clock. 

The amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the motion to postpone, which is an in- 
definite postponement, no hour or day being fixed. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is be- 
fore the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
and open to amendment. 

Mr. HALE. I move to postpone it until Mon- 
day at twelve o’clock, and make it the special 
order at that time. 

Mr. LATHAM. Ihope the Senator now will 
let us go on until one o’clock, at any rate. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I submitted an amendment 
to this overland mail bill some time since, and | 
now move that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN CALIFORNIA. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (H 
R. No. 299) forthe payment of expenses incurred 
in the suppression of Indian hostilities in the State 
of California, is now before the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. LATHAM. [ask that the bill be read. 

The Secretary read the bill. It proposes toap- 
propriate $400,000, or so much thereof as shall be 
necessary, to defray the expenses incurred by the 
State of California in the suppression of Indian 
hostilities therein, in the years 1854, 1855, 1856, 
1858, and 1859. The Third Auditor of the Treas- 
ury is to be authorized and required to audit the 
accounts of California for payments for the ser- 
vices of volunteers, and for supplies, transporta- 
tion, and personal services, furnished or rendered 
to the volunteers in the Shasta expedition of 1894, 
in the Siskiyou expedition of 1855, in the Kla- 
math and Humboldt expedition of 1855, in the 
San Bernardino expedition of 1855, in the Kla- 
math expedition of 1856, in the Modoc expedition 
of 1856, in the Tulare expedition of 1856, in the 
Klamath and Humboldt expedition of 1858-59, 
and in the Pitt river expedition of 1859; but no 
higher rate is to be allowed or paid for the ser- 
vices of the volunteers than was paid for services 
in the same grade and for the same time in the 
United States Army serving in California, nor '8 
any payment to be made for the services of = 
such volunteers, except for the time during whic 
they shall be shown by satisfactory evidence (o 
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is. ri nave bees engaged in actual service in the field. | diate the whole. , ee aaatoe bill more | ground on oa po —_ —— act. pee 
. No allowance is to be made for the services of any | just, more complelely guarded, and more proper || say, “‘ you have directe Ae 0 pay: ro — 
ne “v-rson in more than one capacity for the same |) 1n all its details. _ || determined that this isa debt, a liability to be paid; 
*. time - and in auditing the claims for supplies, | Mr. COLLAMER. How much is the claim? |! and all I have to do is to ascertain the amount. 
transportation, and personal services, the same are || Mr. LAT HAM. It does not exceed $400,000. || Thus it is, by the division of responsibility, that 
on > be computed at prices corresponding, as near || _Mr. KING. I he practice which has been con- | sums are taken from the Treasury; and we all 
as can be ascertained, to the rates paid for simi- |, siderably extended in the Government, of paying || know how, within the past four or five yerrs, the 
to " supplies and transportation furnished or ren- | for these Indian wars, is one, in my judgment, || Treasury has been emptied, dlmost bankrupted, 
bg dered to the United States Army in the same | calculated to lead to extravagant expenditure. || by this sort of proceeding, by loose officers and 
p- country at the same time; and the Third Auditor, | The rule is not what it was at an earlier time, || loose commissions. 
as to all principles not expressly settled by this |, and not what it ought to be. Gentlemen say that || For these general reasont—-not because I know 
he act, is to be governed in auditing and settling the || this bill is remarkably well guarded; thatit could |, much about these particular claims, but because 
eg claims by the principles adopted in his report || not be better guarded. In my opinion, it could || I do not know that they are due, and ought to be 
upon the claims of the Territories of Washington | scarcely be less guarded. It is a simple propo- aid—l shall vote against the bill. 
| and Oregon, of the 7th of February, 1860, made || sition to transfer this matter to the Department, || Mr. BAKER. r. President-—— 
or 4 in pursuance of a resolution of the House of Rep- || to audit and pay whatever accounts are presented Mr. LATHAM. Will the Senator from Ore- 
resentatives, passed the 8th of February, 1859. || here for these expeditions, at the rates that were || gon allow me one word? I just wish to say, that 
tg Whenever, in his opinion, the evidence In sup- paid to the regular soldiers in California. The the Senator from New York, in the objection he 
port of any claim for services, supplies, and trans- || suggestion that the Secretary of War may, if he || has made here, is & little mistaken as to the facts. 
a portation, 1s not sufficient to establish such claim, i deems these expeditions to have been unnecessary, || The State of California, by her representatives, 
hy or where he may have doubts as to the genuine- || reject the accounts, gives him no discretion at all. has been here every year, from the time this in- 
ness thereof, he isto be authorized to require addi- | These men went out to kill some Indians. I dare debtedness was created up to this time, asking 
- tional and satisfactory proof touching such claim, || say there may have been Indian depredations, || Congress to pay it. There has been no delay 
ts 4 or the value of the services rendered or supplies || but it is now five or six years since they occurred, , Whatever. So far from these claims going into the 
: furnished, before reporting such claim for settle- || and there should be some guard against the allow- |, hands of speculators, I will say that nearly one 
te is ment and payment. No payment is to be made || ance of extravagant accounts, It seems to me | half the whole sum is in the hands of the State 
l 3 for the expenses of any of these expeditions, if || that the proper course would be, whenever any || of California, and for the rest the State has issued 
x : the Secretary of War shall be of opinion that there |! depredations occur, for the State authorities to || her certificates of indebtedness. 
y 4 was not a necessity for calling out the troops. || call on the Federal Government, or its Army offi- Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, there is nobody 
: The acceptance of the indemnity provided by this || cers in the vicinity; and if the Federal troops can- || who listens to the Senator from New York with 
p enactment is to operate as a final and complete || not go to the place where they are needed, then, || more pleasure than Ido, when he talksabout what 
s z discharge and satisfaction of all claims or matters || under some general sanction, the State mustturn || he does understand, or what he tries to understand , 
3 referred to. | out and defend itself. It seems to me that the |, but there is nobody who listens to him with more 
0 ; Mr. LATHAM. I will make a very brief roper mode of presenting these accounts would | impatience than myself, when I hear him talking 
» 3 statement in relation to this matter. 1 know very || be to send them here, to let us see what they || on a subject upon which he is happily and pro- 
it if well that there is a great prejudice in this body, || are, and let Congress pass upon the amount, in- || foundly ignorant. It is the easiest thing in the 
\. and probably very justly, against the payment of || stead of transferring that to some board or officer || world for a man to enjoy himself in the luxury of 
n the debts of the Indian wars that have been got- || of the Treasury Department. There were claims || a seat in the Senate of the United States, repre- 
ten up by the western States. 1 will state that, so || ta the amount of $7,000,000 presented for the Ore- || senting the great city of New York, and talk dis- 
0 far as the wars enumerated in this bill are con- || gon and Washington Indian war. When the || paragingly of our Indian war debts; and if I now, 
)- cerned, in no instance, I believe, were they pros- || accounts came to be examined, there were found } for about ten minutes , 
\- ecuted without the express sanction of the State || to be charges of the most enormous character; in || Mr. LATHAM. The bill will be ruled out in 
authorities of California. Hostilities broke out || some instances men claimed to be paid for ser- || ten minutes. 
in different portions of the State; requisitions were || vice in two or three different capacitiesatthesame || Mr. BAKER. Well, five; will thatdo? If1 
n 3 made on the commanding officer of your army at time. now, for five minutes, say a few words, | want 
\ ; San Francisco by Governor Weller and his pre- || ‘The sums claimed for expenses of this kind are | to tell him why I feel deep concern in this ques- 
i ? decessor, who responded that he had not a sufli- | enormous. Some four or five years ago, the State | tion. Within four months, or a little more, from 
: cient force to protect the settlers from the hostil- || of California, I believe, had over nine hundred || this day, forty-five men, women, and children, 
; ; ities of the liane. and the Governor of the State || thousand dollars paid to her for similar claims. I || were murdered by the Snakes, the Nez Percés, 
, then, in some cases at his own instance, in others | know that when General Wool was upon the || and the Shoshones, on the Oregon frontier, the 
at the instance and by the authority of the Legis- || western border, he stated that there was no occa- || men murdered, the women violated, the children 
x lature, ordered out volunteers, that the Indians | sion whatever for the State authorities to interfere; || burned at the stake; and that state of facts impels 
‘ might be punished. The State paid the volun- || that the Federal troops were ample for all pur- || me now to answer some of the insinuations which 
z teers, the price of living being high, from thirty | Eaves of defense, if they had been called upon; \| the distinguished Senator has chosen to make. 
H : to foxiy or fifty dollars a month; the officers got || but that there was a desire for these military ex- || Now, 1 begin. He says these Indian wars are 
5 from seventy-five to one hundred dollars. It was || cursions and enterprises on the part of the popu- || not authorized. Who is to authorize them? A 
: impossible to find men who would enlist, unless || lation; and that they were got up quite as much || tribe breaks out and massacres our people; and 
t this wasdone. In three different instances the State || for speculative purposes, and for froiic, as for any- || we seize arms, as best we can, and defend our 
I ; itself assumed the indebtedness, They found it ] thing else. Now, here is an account from Cali- || frontier, until we haveachance to send, sometimes 
was going to cost more than the General Govern- || fornia, beginning with 1854 or 1855, going on for || a thousand miles, for regular troops, who do not 
5 ment would probably be willing to recognize, if | some five or six years—a regular account, as if it | do much, when they get there, to defend us; and 
a bonds were issued, and therefore they paid the | was the business of the State to make these ex- || who is to pay the expense of that war? You are 
4 money out of their treasury—over one hundred || penditures on its own discretion, without consult- || bound to do it by your Constitution, your law, 
| 7 and fifty thousand dollars of this sum. After the | ation with our officers, as if all it had to do was || and your custom, What answer is there to that 
d i other wars were prosecuted, a commission was || to spend what it pleased, and bring in its account || view, upon which these debts are always paid, 
e ’ appointed by an act of the Legislature, to inves- || in the end for us to settle. Many of these cases || made by the Senator from New York? He says, 
° 3 tigate all the claims-for purchases and supplies. || lie along in this way for four or five years, until || here is the Oregon war debt. What has that sot 
% They underwent the most rigid scrutiny. When || the claims which exist on the part of the soldiers, | to do with this?) He says there were $7,000,000 
4 they were passed upon, tite bonds or certificates || the parties who performed the service, pass into || claimed in that case. No such thing. — It is true 
- ee of the State were issaed, as evidences of indebt- || the Ronde of brokers and capitalists, and they get || that a commission appointed by this Fed¢ral Gov- 
e ‘ edness, that the State held itself equitably bound || about here in the hands of agents at not much || ernment, compesed, a majority of it at least, of 
C to pay for these wars if the General Government || more than ten cents on the dollar, until an influ- || officers in the Army, high in rank, and higher in 
, did not assume the debt; and that is its condition || ence of that kind is created sufficiently strong to || the trust and confidence of the Executive, did re- 
, before Congress. get up a bill for three or four or five hundred thou- || port that the Oregon war, just in its expenditure, 
. This bill has undergone the supervision of the || sand dollars, or two or three million, and then || Riad cost the people of Oregon, lawfully and prop- 
: Auditor’s department, and a letter is on file among || there is a force about the Capitol here to press it || erly, 6,000,000. and that they recommended the 
. the papers from the Auditor, stating that no bill || through. Very little of the money, in many of || payment of that sunr. Itis true that the Secretary 
. could possibly be guarded more than the one under || the instances, goes to the parties themselves. I || of Warindorsed that recommendation, and asked 
1 consideration. It reduces the expenses exactly | do not know anything about the condition of these || Congress to pay the money. It is true that we 
’ down to what you paid the soldiers of yourArmy; || claims; I do not know in whose hands they are. || have been f dockidy at these doors ever since that 
- it allows nothing for transportation of supplies || Some of them are in the hands of the Slate, Feap- | day; and that at last the Senate, at the last ses- 
p more than you have to give for the transportation || pose; others may be in-the hands of the parties || sion, scaled the debt arbitrarily down to $3,400,000. 
. or erat Army supplies; in other words, these ex- || who rendered the service; but the whole system, || They sent that bill to the Fivtus of Represent- 
n peditions are brought down to the standard that || in my judgment, is not entitled to the sanction of || atives, and the House scales it again down to 
° ‘ the Government would have hadto ay if ithad had | Congress. $2,200,000; and nowit trembles in the balance of 
q \, troops there sufficient to have itse f protected the || I opposed this bill in the committee on these gen- | that injustice, to-morrow morning, whether it shall 
) 3 settlers from the invasions and hostilities of the | eral grounds, and I will not vote for these large ap- } pass atall. If itdoes pass, it is a poor, miserable 
° H Indians. In addition to this, asa last guard, after || propriations of three or four hundred thousand, or | pittance, which we will indignantly reject. 
5 & ve whole bill has ron the strict rules laid two or three million dollars, without some knowl- i Now for this California war debt. We are on 
e ¢ own by the Auditor’s office, and adopted in the || edge ofthe case. Iam notsatisfied withamere guard |! the frontier, children of dispersion, far away from 
3 3 Oregon war debt, if the Secretary of War, from || in the bill that it shall be referred to somebody || you and your civilization and your modes of de- 
y 4 the evidence before him, is not satisfied that the | whom we do not know, to judge of these matters, || fense. "We depend upon the imperfect operation 
\ & expeditions were just and proper, and ought to || and who conclude that the action of Congress || of regular troops upon fields where they are not 
) i have been undertaken, he is authorized to repu- | passes upon the principle. That is generally the | fit to operate, in mountainouds¢ountrics where sup- 
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plies are almost unattainable, and where the sav- 
age upon the frontier strikes as and when you 
least expect him. This debt was contracted in 
detense of the lives and property of our people 
upon such a frontier as that. Are we to be told, 
almost sneeringly, that we have waited five years 
and ought not to be paid atall? More shame to 
those who caused-us to wait. Sir, some of us, at 
least, from the Pacific coast, acknowledge that 
there are great demands made by the frontier upon 
the central civilized portions of the country. I, 
at least, as one of their representatives, am will- 
ing to vote that my own people shall bear all their 
properies of these legitimate burdens. I come 
ere and vote for the highest tax on iron, on cof- 
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were now owned by brokers in the city of New 

k. I represent that State in part, and am de- 
sirous that they shall have what is due to them, 
as I am willing that all persons, in all parts of 
the country, shall have what is due to them. But 
I have helteved that though, while these claims 
are in the hands of the remote settlers, they are 


| not brought here to be liquidated and settled by 
| the Department, yet, when they pass into the 
| hands of millionaires 





Mr. BAKER. Will the Senator from New 


York allow me to state a fact? 


Mr..KING. Certainly. 
Mr. BAKER. I have heard that before, and 


had occasion to look into it. Now, I state upon 


fee, on tea, and on sugar. I will vote $15,000,000 | my responsibility here, that,in my best judgment, 


for a Navy; I will vote $15,000,000 for an Army; 
1 will vote millions for a Coast Survey; I will 
vote all that gentlemen from New York, or Penn- 
syivania, or Ohio, or Indiana, or Llinois, ask me to 


vote, for the common defense and the general wel- 
fare. ido it on the recommendation of commit- 
tees; I do it according to the custom of the House 
and the Senate; I do it loyally, full of devotion to 


the whole Union. I would despise myself if I 


were tosneer, ‘*to hinta fault and hesitate dislike,’’ 
because here $1,000,000 and there $2,000,000 were 
to be spent which, locally, would not benefit my 


people. 


Sir, not interested more than any other Senator 


for this peculiar bill, 1 am willing to vote for it. 


I have livedthere; 1 have seen something of fron- 
tier service; | know the exposure, the privation, 
the doubt, the dread, the difficulty, the danger, 
the bloodshed, the massacre, amid which we have 
fertilized the wilderness, and made it ** bloom and 
blossom like the rose;’’ and if, sometimes, that 
fertility is increased by the heart’s blood of our 
women and our children, that is a poor reason 
why, after five years’ delay, we are to be scaled, 
diminished, decreased, belittled, demeaned, and 


then, not only our just debt disputed, but our mo- 


tives impugned, when we come here to ask it. 
! claim for California to-day, as I should, if I 
could be heard before the other House to-morrow, 


for Oregon, the just payment of a just debt long 


igleeed. none the less just for that; and I shall 
call for it day by day and year by year as long as 
my people place me here, or until they shall send 
a better man. 

Mr, KING. I should certainly be disposed to 
vote all that 1 deemed was due to these men, and 
at a fair, liberal compensation for the services they 


rendered that were necessary. It is the business 


of the country to defend the frontier settlements, 


and it is for t ah parpoes that we have a standing 
8) 


Army, and chie r that PUI We have 


had reports and disputes in relation to the pro- 


priety of calling out the militia for this purpose; 
and we have had statements from our commander 
on the Pacific, General Wool, a capable and ad- 
mirable officer, when he was upon that frontier, 
that many of these expeditions were unnecessary, 
and that it would have been better to leave the 
defense of the settlement to the regular troops, 
large numbers of which were there for the pur- 
ose. 

The gentleman makes a very eloquent and feel- 
ing description of the murder of women and chil- 
dren, Why, Mr. President, we all listen to that 
with sadness; but shall their neighbors, shall 
those who live in that quarter, come here, and, 
because a portion of their people have been butch- 
ered by the savages, undertake to make a specu- 
lation out of this Government, and wring from 
our sympathies for this sad destruction, money 
from the Treasury of the United States, to pass 
into the hands of people who were not killed by 
the Indians, and who were neither women nor 
children? ‘That is another view of this matter. 
Perhaps we should do something for the families 
that suffered. I do not know but that I would 
extend my sympathy for them in the way of lib- 
erality, by doing something for them; but the 
persons who have these claims against the Gov- 
ernment are not even those who reside in those 
remote quarters. Very nearly the whole amount 
of these claims stand here until they have passed 
into the hands of brokers, perhaps in the very city 
of New York that the Senator talks of, because 
I think there are no set of men in the world who 
are sharper, and keener for speculation. They 
speculate on almost anything; and I should not 
be surprised if a large portuon of these war claims 





there is not to-day twelve per cent. of the entire 
Oregon war debt owned anywhere else than by 
the people of Oregon themselves; and what I say 


_ of that debt I believe, though I do not state it so 


positively, to be substantially true about the lit- 
ue appropriation that is now asked for. The Or- 
egon war debt is scattered in every valley and 
upon every hillside in Oregon; and it passes from 
hand to hand in payment in the trade that we 
make in Oregon, and does not get out of its bor- 
ders even now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is again in- 
cumbent on the Chair, under the rule of the Sen- 
ate, to arrest the further consideration of this bill, 


| and call up for consideration a bill assigned as a 


special order for this hour—one o’clock to-day. 
It is the unfinished business of yesterday, the 
joint resolution (S. No. 54) proposing certain 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States; and that resolution is before the Senate for 
consideration. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move temporarily to post- 
pone the special order, so that we can go on and 
finish this bill. We can finish it in fifteen min- 
utes. The discussion is nearly all over now, and 
we can have a vote atonce. I therefore move to 
postpone the special order temporarily, in order 
that we may finish this bill. I hope the Senator 
from Maine will allow that to be done. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If Senators are about to 
proceed to vote on this bill, I shail not object to 
passing over the special order for a few moments 


temporarily, 
Mr. LATHAM. I believe no one else wishes 
to speak. 

r. KING. Ihave no disposition to extend 
the discussion of this matter. I have stated my 
objections to the bill, as I proposed to do, and 
desire to vote against it. I have no disposition 
to talk about it further. I shall vote against it; 
let others vote as they please. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, If there be no 
objection, the special order will be passed over 
informally, and for the time being. -, 

Mr. HALE. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then it re- 
quires a specific motion. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move tosuspend the special 
order for fifteen minutes. 

Mr. GWIN. [hope the special order will go 
over to one o’clock to-morrow. The Senator from 
Oregon [Mr. Lane] has the floor on it, and he 
does not wish to speak to-day. 

Mr. KING. If a vote cannot be taken on it, 
this bill had better go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California make a motion to postpone 
the consideration of the special order until one 
o'clock to-morrow ? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Senator 
from California moves to postpone the considera- 
tion of this bill, and make it a special order-—— 

Mr. LATHAM. The Indian war debt bill? 

Mr.GWIN. No, sir; but the joint resolution 
announced by the Chair. 

The P IDING @FFICER. The joint res- 
olution which is the special order before the 
Senate. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

Several Senators. t us vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the California war debt bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will let it go on fora 


few minutes. 


Mr. LATHAM. It will be through in ten or 
fifteen minutes. 


Mr. GRIMES. I shall not stay here ifi—— 
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Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My friends on this side 
object to my giving way, and I cannot do jt Le 
this bill go over. re 

Mr. LATHAM. There is to be no 
cussion. 

Mr. KING. It had better go over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
recognized the Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. PEARCE. I submit an amendment, tp 
come in at the end of the first section of this bill 

Several Senators. What bill is before ys; 

een See Sen The special 
order havi een postponed, the California wa 
debt bill ia nae before he Senate, hind 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to postpone j; 
until half past twelve o’clock to-morrow, and 
make it the special order for that time, for tho 

urpose of taking up now the civil appropriation 


il. 

Mr. LATHAM. I should like to call the a). 
tention of the Senator from Maine to what I haye 
heard him say often on this floor, and I think 
very forcibly, in censure of the policy of takins 
up a bill, and when we are nearly through with 
it, postponing it to some other day. He has a). 
ways advocated the finishing of a question that is 
up, before we go to any thing else. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I can only say that what. 
ever may be my opinion,I am acting in this mat- 
ter as the organ of the Finance Committee, unde; 
the direction of others; and however much I ma 
be disposed to oblige the Senator from California, 
I must insist upon going on with the appropria- 
tion bill. I can only say to the Senator, that | 
am in favor of his bill, and with a little amend- 
ment which we propane, but which is not quite 
ready yet, I will give every facility to pass it at 
the earliest moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) 
The question is on the motion to postpone. 

Mr. HALE. Is the motion to postpone de- 
batable ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not. 

Mr. HALE. I take an appeal from that de- 
cision, and on that I want to say a word. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
decides that the motion to postpone a bill to a 
definite time, and fix it as a special order for a 
particular hour, is not debatable on the question 
of the merits of the measure. From that decis- 
sion, the Senator from New Hampshire takes an 
vee to the Senate. 

r. HALE. No, sir; Ido not take an appeal 
from that decision. That was not the decision. 
I asked if the motion to postpone was debatable. 
The Chair said no. I was going to assign reasons 
why the bill should not be postponed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
takes the motion as it was made. The motion 
was to postpone the bill until to-morrow, and 
make it the special order for half past twelve 
o’clock; and that is the only motion. 

Mr. HALE. And the Chair decides that it is 
not debatable ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair de- 
cides that that is not debatable. 

Mr. HALE. From that, I take an appeal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is: ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Senate?”? ‘That question is de- 

atable. 6 

Mr. HALE. On that I want to be heard. | 
want to suggest to the Senate and to the Chair— 
and then | think the Chair will reverse its decis- 
ion—that from the time I have been in the Senate 
to the present hour, I never heard that ruling 
made before. I donot put it to debate the merits 
of the bill; but I say that a motion to postpone 
is always open to estions as to the propriety 
of taking up that question or not; and if my reco!- 
lection is good for anything, the uniform and un- 
interrupted decision of the Senate has been, that 
when a motion is made to postpone it is in order, 
not to debate the merits of the bill, but to assign 
reasons why it ought not to be taken up; an 
having stated that, it is all that I wani to state 
before having the opinion of the Senate. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
A motion was made to postpone the further con- 
sideration of this bill until to-morrow at half past 
twelve o’clock, and make it the special order for 
that hour. The debate running upon the merits 
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of the bill, the Chair reminded the Senate that the 

question was not a debatable one. From that 

i) ision, the Senator from New Hampshire ap- 
aled. The Chair has not decided that upon a | 


tion to postpone, ora motion to take up, sug- 1| 
restions ua will operate in favor of or against 
ihat motion are not inorder; but discussion upon 
the bill the Chair decided was notin order, and 
so reminded gentlemen, From that decision the 
Senator from New Hampshire takes an appeal. 
The question thenis, ‘Shall the ruling of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the Senate? 

Mr. HALE. I have taken no such appeal, and 
never shall. I put no such question, and never 
shall. A motion was made to postpone this bill 
to a certain hour, and make it a special order. I 
asked the Chair if that question was debatable. 
The Chair said no; and from that I took an ap- 
peal. Ihave not asked the Chair, and I have not 
contended, thatdebate on the merits of the billisin 
order; but I asked whether it was in order to sug- 
gest reasons why that motion should not prevail? 
I do not take any appeal from any such decision 
as the Chair has just announced, 

Mr. LATHAM. Then withdraw it. 

Mr. HALE. No. I want to make one or two 
suggestions upon the question; and if the Chair 
says they are in order I will make them; if not, 
[ will she an appeal; but I do not want it put 
that I have appealed from a ruling that it is not 
in order to discuss the merits of the bill; because 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Oe 


| Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy> 





Ihave made no such claim,and assumed no such 
position. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was the 
extent of the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. HALE. Then 1 will go on, The motion 
is to postpone this bill until to-morrow, and make 
it the special order of the day, at half past twelve 
o'clock. my reason for objecting to that, is the 
reason that has been suggested by the Senator 
from California, and which has heretofore been 
suggested by the Senator from Maine, though the 
Senator from Maine has said that now he did not 
follow the counsels that the Senator from Cali- 
fornia suggested he had before given, because he 
acted as the organ of the committee. Well, sir, 
I am acting as the organ of a committee, and upon 
amuch more important bill, [ think, than this one, 
that was up when this was taken up—I mean the 
post route bill. That involves the great measure 
of the overland mail from here to California, and 
I think that that measure should not be postponed 
day after day and time after time for matters of 
this kind. I think there is great force in the sug- 
gestion, that things of this sort had better be dis- 
posed of at once, and not taken up, talked upon 
Palf an hour, and then postponed and made a spe- 
cial order for a future time, because, when they 
come up again, all the speeches are repeated, and 
nothing isgained. [think itis better for the Senate 
toadhereto business regularly, and goon regularly. 

Mr. GWIN. There is a special order for one 
o'clock to-morrow. It is moved that this bill be 
made the special order for half past twelve o’clock. 
It is just cutting it to pieces. [*‘* Question!” 
** Question ‘<1 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, That was withdrawn. 

Mr. HALE. The Chair did not make the 
decision I supposed, and of course I do not appeal 
from a decision that was not made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator withdraw his appeal? 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; not if the Chair has 
made such a decision. 

The. PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
cannot entertain any conditional appeal of that 
kind, The question is on postponing the further 
consideration of this bill until to-morrow at half 
past twelve o’clock, and making it the special 
order for that time. 

_Mr,. FESSENDEN. I suggest that, at this pe- 
riod of the session, it has been customary to let 
the appropriation bills take precedence; and the 
debate on this bill has been opened up since we 
commenced action on the civil appropriation bill. 
That is under consideration in the Senate; two 
hours have gone by of the morning, and now it 
it is time to take it up; and I believe it is in ac- 
cordance with usage to do so, unless there is some- 
thing more pressing. I hope, therefore, the Sen- 


ate will take it up. I shall not interfere with this 
bill in the morning. 


| in California, to be disbursed at the rates prescribed by law 
for the different kinds of work, $30,000. 

















Mr. KING. I call fora division of the ques- | effect the act of 34 March, 1819, and any subsequent acts 
tion. Iam willing to postpone this bill, but not || ROW in Free to ine apes eee ye rade ects 
t be it a special : | and the President is hereby authorized to allow such com- 
Oo ake IS & Specias Oreer. ._ || pensation to the United States marshals, district attorneys, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair |) and any other persons employed in enforcing said laws, as 
thinks it is an entire proposition, and not divisi- || may to him seem proper, for any services they may render, 
le | for which no allowance can now be made under existing 
: . ; : laws. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I think it will make no || 
difference if I modify my motion so as to postpone | Mr. MASON. 1 desire to know from the hon- 
this bill simply until half past twelve o’clock to- || Orable Senator from Maine whether there is em- 
morrow. That will operate in the same way. braced in that $900,000 the expense, or any part 
The motion to postpone was agreed to; there || Of the expense, of keeping the fleet on the African 
being, on a division—ayes 25, noes 18. station, which is provided for by treaty; and if not, 


to what purpese the money is to be applied. 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. i : . 


: Mr. FESSENDEN. No part of the expense 
On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, the Senate, || of keeping up the fleet is included in this appro- 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 


‘ / u ) | priation, as a matter of course. This is to carry 
sideration of the bill (H.R. No. 895) making ap- || out the law with reference to the return of captured 
propriations for sundry civil expenses of the Gov- 


1 | Africans alone. They are sometimes brought to 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, || this country, and sometimes carried directly back 
1862. 


to Africa, and landed in Liberia, where they are 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary || taken care of by the Colonization Socicty. This 
will read the pending amendment. appropriation is merely to meet those expenses, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move that || and it is the same amount which was appropriated 
the Senate adjourn. [‘*Oh,no.’’] I call for the || forthe present fiscal year;and the Department have 
yeas and nays. I think we have done enough || no Sous the entire sum will be required for the en- 
for to-day. : suing fiscal year. We made avery careful exam- 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being || ination of the matter. The Secretary of the Interior 
taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 27; as follows: came before the committee, and explained it from 

YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright || beginning toend. Thechairman doubted at one 
Clingman, Crittenden, Fitch, Green, Hemphill, Hunter || time whether the expenses were not too large, 
whether the sum paid was not more than was ne- 
cessary; but he became satisfied after all that it 
was the best bargain we could make in relation to 
this matter, and that this sum was absolutely ne- 
cessary. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to the first 

art of the amendment; but I shallask for a divis- 
ion of the question. I have no objection to the 
appropriation of $900,000 for the purpose of car- 
rying into effect the laws for the suppression of 
| the slave trade, as recommended by the committee. 
I am satisfied the trade ought to be suppressed, 
and I am willing to vote the money for the pur- 
pose; but I do object to the latter part of the 
clause. It is a grant of power which [ should be 
unwilling to give to any President, no matter who 
he is. It provides: 

And the President is hereby authorized to allow such 
compensation to the United States marshals, district attor- 
neys, and any other persons employed in enforcing said 
laws, as may to him seem proper, for any services they may 
render, for which no allowance can now be made under 
existing laws. 

It is giving a discretionary power to the Presi- 
dent of the United States to make any species of 
allowance he pleases to any person he chooses for 
| what he considers services rendered for the pur- 
pose of carrying these laws into effect. 1 think it 
is a discretion too broad to give in any case to any 
executive officer, I see no necessity for a bonus 
of this kind being given to the United States offi- 
cers. Itis their duty, under the proper laws, to 
perform what the acts of Congress require of them, 
without receiving peculiar compensation for cach 
particular duty. ir the emoluments of their of- 
fice are not sufficient, increase them. Ido notlike 
| such a provision as applied, not to this particular 
case alone, but to any case. I am in favor of an 
appropriation of money to carry the laws into 
effect; but I am unwilling to vote for that part of 
the amendment which gives so broad adiscretion 
in the use of the public money, and particularly 
a large appropriation of $900,000, to any execu- 
tive officer. I ask for a division of the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment being divisible, the first question will be on 
the first clause of it, to insert these words: 

To enable the President of the United States to carry into 
effect the act of 3d March, 1819, and any subsequent acts 
now in force for the suppression of the slave trade, $990,000. 

Mr. GREEN. I have no objection to the sup- 
pression of the slave trade, and it is our duty to 
appropriate money enough to fulfill our treaty 
obligations, whatever they are; but the manner in 
which this is proposed to be done by the return 
of Africans, I do object to. It costs, according 
to the information I have received, about two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars ahead, when it ought not to 
cost forty dollars a head; and I believe it to be 
the oy of Congress to interpose. The Coloni- 
zation Society has put on its own price; and, out 
of deference to it, and for the purpose of encourag- 
ing that benevolent association, we have yiclded 
too much, fur we are now paying $200 a head for 





Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, and 
Wigfall—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron, Chan- 
dler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, Harlan, King, Lane, 
Latham, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—27. 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


The Secretary read the next amendment of the 
Committee on Finance; which was, in line two 
hundred and sixty-two, to strike out ** twenty,” 
and insert ‘* thirty;”’ so that the clause will read: 

For surveying the public lands and private land claims |} 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, in line two hundred 
and seventy-one, to strike out the word *‘ when,”’ 
and insert ** where;’’ so that the clause will read: 

For salary of the clerk detailed for the special service in 
the General Land Office to attend to the unfinished sur- 
veys in the States where the offices of the surveyors gen- 
eral have been closed, $2,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, in line two hundred 
and eighty-four, to strike out ‘* 1855,’’ and insert 
‘© 1853;”’ so that the clause will read: 

For preparing the unfinished records of public and pri- 
vate surveys, to be transferred to the State authorities, un- 
der the provisions of the act of 12th of June, 1840, in those 
districts where the surveys are about being completed, per 
act of 22d of January, 1853, $8,800. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to insert at the end 
of the bill: e 


To supply deficiency in appropriation for expenses for 
the present fiscal year, of transportation of bullion from the 
assay office at New York to the Mint at Philadelphia, for 
coinage, $29,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to add to the bill: 


Por constructing on each floor of the Government build 
ing, called ‘“* Winder’s Building,” the necessary water- 
closets, urinals, slop-water sinks, and hose cocks, $3,450. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to add to the bill: 
For payment to George P. Kane, president of the Ex- 
change Company of Baltimore, for extra work done on the 
post office building in the city of Baltimore, $9,688 82. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert: 

For incidental and contingent expenses, including wast- 
age of the Mint at Philadelphia, in addition to the sum | 
appropriated by the act ‘*‘ making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 
ment,”? $15,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert: 

For incidental and contingent expenses, including wast- 
age at the Mint at San Franciseg, in addition to the sum 
appropriated by the act “making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- | 
ment,’ $20,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to add: 


To enable the President of the United States to carry into 
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what we can get accomplished for forty dollars 
There should be some check, and we ought to 
interpose some obstacle. | am opposed to the im- 

ortation of Africans. I do not want them here; 





out while | am opposed to it, 1 must act in a con- | 


stituuional and economical way. Congress has 
the power to suppress the trade, by putting a 
police around our coast, not by putting a squadron 
on the African coast, preventing the trade with 
any other nation. Thatis unconstitutional, That 


is in violation of international law; but I will let | 


all that pass. When they do come here, or when 
they are caught, and we are to send them back, 
let us do it in the most economical way, not ne- 
cessarily by throwing them into the hands of the 
Colonization Society, but by taking the most eco- 
nomical method we candevise. We can sendthem 
back for forty dollars a head, as well as for $250, 
I shall therefore vote against this amendment of 
the committee, 

The first branch of the amendment was agreed 
to; and the question recarred upon the second 
branch of the amendment, to insert the following 
words: 

And the President is hereby authorized to allow such 
compensation to the United States marshals, district attor- 
neys, aud any other persons employed in enforcing said 
laws, as may to him seem proper, for any services they 
may render, tor which no allowance can now be made 
under existing laws. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I simply wish, on the 
second branch of the amendment, to call the at- 
tention of the Senator from Delaware, and of the 
Senate, to the report of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. The Secretary says: 

“The marshals into whose hands these Africans have 
been delivered bave performed ua most arduous and disa- 
fre: utile duty, with great efficiency and fidelity; but the 
aw allows them no compensation whatever for their ser- 
vices. This is unjust, and | bope that Congress will not 
hesitate to remedy this defect in the law, and wil; authorize 
this Department to make such payments as may be com- 
mensurate with the services rendered. To provide a rea- 
sonable allowance therefor, and to meet the necessary ex- 
penses arising from the prosecution of persouscharged with 
Violating the laws tor the suppression of the African slave 
trade, and also to enable the Government to pay,” &c. 

‘That is the simple state of the case. It is not 
proposed to inaugurate a new system; but here 
is a special case, in which the marshals performed 
very arduous and very severe duties, and there is 
no authority to pay them. We did not think there 
would be any great danger in allowing the De- 
partment to make them a reasonable compensa- 
tion. I suppose it will be done any way. We 
Were not particularly urgent about it; but it was 
a sense of right and propriety to which we yielded. 

Mr. BAYARD. It seenis to me that the pro- 
visions of the amendment go far beyond the rec- 
ommendation of the Department. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We have taken the lan- 
unge of the amendment as sent to us by the 
Jopartment. 

Mr. BAYARD. Then I think the Department, 
under the claim of paying for the services of mar- 
shals which may have been arduous, and which 
ough: to be paid for, have asked, by the amend- 
ment, a discretionary power in the disbursement 
of the public money chat Congress has never given 
in any other case. It applies not to marshals 
alone; but to ‘* marshals, district attorneys, and 
any other persons employed in enforcing said 
laws.”” It gives an ad libitum power to the Ex- 
ecutive—I suppose it will rest with the Depart- 
ment—to expend out of the $900,000 such por- 
tion as he sees fit, on the allegation of any species 
of service that he may suppose to have been ren- 
dered, I think in laws of this kind the power 
ought to be definite, the character of the service 
ought to be prescribed, and the compensation 
ought to be fixed. A discretion ought not to 
be broadly given. The Department, according 
to the recommendation read by the honorable 
Senator, asked authority to pay the marshals 
for onerous services of a valuable character, dis- 

agreeable in their nature. It went no further; 
and yet the amendment, which it seems the De- 

artment, and notthe committee, originated, goes 
infinitely beyond that, and gives a broad, unlim- 
ited discretion to the Executive Department in the 
application of moneys confided to their care to a 
very large amount. I cannot vote for it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think it is'a dangerous dis- 


sons that he pleases. It is too great a discretion 
to be given to any one. I think the sum ought 
to be specified, and some rule should be fixed b 
| which compensation shall be made. 1! think it is 
| rather a loose mode of legislation, to authorize 
|| the President of the United States to expend any 
|| moneys in the Treasury at his discretion, in the 
|| payment of marshals and district attorneys and 
| all other persons whom he may employ, at such 
rates as he may choose toallow. Certainly I can- 
not sanction such a provision. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The committee have no 
sort of objection to any amendment limiting it in 
any proper way that the Senate may see fit to 
impose. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. I think the sum proposed 
should bea specific sum, and therefore there should 
be an estimate of what is required for this purpose. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Th 
and it jis not in the power of the committee now to 
specify any sum. We will take any sum that 
Senators think advisable. 

Mr. BAYARD. Weare not able to prescribe 
peosens limitations, and could only do so after we 

new exactly what the character of the services 
was. We ought certainly to impose some fair 
limit to the discretionary power given to the Pres- 
ident for the employment of persons independent 
of the officers of the Government, and also as 
to the extent of the compensation to be allowed. 
That ought to be founded on an estimate of the 
Department. | suppose they are more conversant 
with itthan we are. I cannot indicate that sum; 
but here is a law to be passed, to be permanent in 
its character, notapplying to existing cases alone, 
but to all cases. The first branch of the amend- 
ment makes an appropriation, and the second 
branch is general legislation, which will apply to 
any subsequent appropriation in connection with 
the same matter. | eonfens that I think it a dan- 
gerous precedent for legislation. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1! suggest to Senators to 
limit the amount to $10,000. Say that the sum 
allowed shall not exceed $10,000. I do not know 
| whether that is enough or not. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let that be put in. 

Mr. BAYARD. Let the amendment beamend- 
ed by inserting after the word ** compensation”’ 
| the words * notexceeding in the whole $10,000.”’ 
| With that limitation, I shall not object to it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in thechair.) The Secretary will make that alter- 
ation, if no objection be interposed. The Chair 
|| hears none. The question now is on the second 
|| branch of the amendment as thus modified. 

It was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance was to add to the bill: 
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erage tax chargeable upon the custom-house property in 
that city, and for paving and improving the strect in front 
of said custom-house, and grading, paving, and improving 
Water street, in said city, in front of the light-house, as 
per account rendered by the City Council of Cleveland, 
$2,745 73 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not rise to interpose any 
objection to this appropriation; but I am at a loss 
to discover why these expenses should be paid to 
| the city of Cleveland any more than to all other 
cities of the United States where we have court- 
| houses, custom-houses, post offices, or other pub- 
| lic buildings. This is the first instance to which 
| my attention has been called where we have been 
| called on to pay a portion of the taxation for the 
|| improvements of streets around the public prop- 
| erty in the different towns. If we are to do it at 
Cleveland, I do not know why it should not be 
done at Buffalo, Chicago, St. Louis, and every 
| other city and town in the United States. I do 
not see why it should not extend to all custom- 


= eS 





houses, post offices, and navy-yards. | think we 
are about to begin a very expensive system of 
paving and sewerage, if the Federal Treasury is 
to bear these expenses. If there is anything pe- 
culiar in the Cleveland case that does not apply 
to the others, my objection may not be entitled 
to so much weight, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The only explanation I 
can give of it is, that it appeared that the amount 
of funds required was a certain sum toaccomplish 


cretion togiveto the Presidentof the United States, this work; and it seemed to us, on examination, 
to allow him to expend any amount of money he | to be fair that the United States should pay its 


chooses, without any limit whatever, and to au- 
thorize the employment of any number of per- 


| proportion. It owns the property on one side of 
| the street; and there is no reason, that I could 





at has not been done, > 


To pay to the city of Cleveland, Ohio, the special sew- 
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understand, or that the rest of the comm; 
could understand, why, the Government hold 
the property on one side of the street, it shoula 
| not be subject to precisely the same rules, in refer 
| ence to payment for grading and paving, thes 6 
| private individual, owning the same propert : 
would be. In regard to the sewerage, the aden: 
is conducted through the grounds belonging to ed 
Government, and certainly that ought to be paid 
for by the United States. Whether these eXpenses 
have been borne by the Government in other cities 
Ido not know. I had the impression that they 
had been; but that subject we did not examine 
We went no further than to examine the cas, 
itself, as presented; and came to the conclusion 
that the United States should not have the benos; 
of this paving, grading, and sewerage, withoy: 
paying its proportional part of the expense, 

Ir. DOUGLAS. I think this is the first case 
certainly the first one that has ever come to my 
knowledge 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 will state to the Senator 
from Illinois, that on the 3d of March, 1857, by 
an act of that date, an appropriation was made 
of $60,000 for building a culvert through Flushing 
avenue, in the city of Brooklyn, the Government 
owning the adjacent property on the one side, and 
the city owning the other alongside the navy- 
fa This case happens to be before me now, 

know of other cases to whith I could advert; 
but I can give the specific date for this, and have 
before me the exact appropriation that was made, 
} 
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Mr. BIGLER, I will state further, that during 
this session we have passed a bill to pay for paving 
in front of the custom-house in San Francisco. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not rise for the pur- 
pose of making any objection to the Cleveland 
appropriation. There is no town in America, 
perhaps, except the one where I live, towards 
which I have more kind feelings, and to which | 
would be more disposed to render assistance and 
favor; but, sir, this is beginning a vast system of 
expenditure, if we are to be taxed tor the paving 

| of streets, and the filling up of streets aroun 
| public buildings that we construct in all the dif- 
erent cities. We have carried the construction 
of public buildings very far already, by erecting 
post offices, custom-houses, and court-rooms, in 
a great many different towns in the United States 
—custom-houses in some places where we have 
no customs—large numbers of them where we do 
not collect revenue enough to pay the officers. 
Now, if we are going to pave streets and beara 
| proportion of the city taxation, it is a serious 
| question whether we had not better stop the whole 
system. I think you will find that you wiil bein 
for millions of dollars if you commence it. If it 
has been done in San Francisco, I think it wasan 
oversight. 

Mr. BIGLER. I will state that we passed that 
bill in the Senate, but it has not yet been finally 
passed in the other House. It passed the Senate 
as an independent bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It may be that there were 
peculiar reasons in the case of the navy-yard at 
Brooklyn, making it essential to the interests of 
the United States, and not for fhe local interests 
of Brooklyn, that a sewer should be constructed 
there; but we are conferring a very great favor on 
any city when we erect in its limits a custom- 
house, court-room, and post office. I consider it 
far from being any hardship to Chicago, that we 
have erected at the expense of three or four hun- 
dred thousand dollars a post office building there, 
without paying taxes on it. If we begin now to 
pay city taxes where we have expended such vast 
amounts for buildings that improve the cities, we 
shall increase the expense of the Government very 
much. If there is any claim upon us at all, it Is 
that we should pay taxes like other oe. We 
have been building a custom-house at New Or- 
ieans; and I believe we have expended three oT 

four million dollars on it already. Probably 1 !s 
going to take $10,000,000 before we get through. 

hen are we going to pay taxes on the $10,000,000 
of property in the city of New Orleans for ever: 
It was an act of generosity to erect the building, 
without paying taxes on it. Taxes for paving 
streets around a building, and for a sewerage Sys 
tem, are incidental taxes; and if we should pay 
incidental taxes, why not the general taxes that 
cther property owners pay? I warn the Senate 

| against the extent to which this system will 0 if 
it is to be carried out. ; 


| 
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3 Mr. POLK. I shal! not object to this amend- 
ment; but | should like to amend it. There is,in 
the city of St. Louis, just exactly such a case as 
this. The city has paved two streets with iron 
in front of the custom-house, it standing on a 
corner: and the United States ought to pay one 
half thatexpense. “That bill was sent on to me 
by a very responsible 
session, and I spoke to the gentleman who was 
then chairman of the Committee on F inance, and 
he thought it would be impossible to get it in. It 
came on too late to be presented to the Committee 
of Ways and Means in the House of Representa- 
tives. { think it is well enough to pay these ex- 
penses; I think it right that they should be paid; 
but 1 do nov think that we ought to make fish of 
one and flesh of another. If it be within the rules 
to offeran amendment to this amendment, I should 
like to effer an amendment that $1,500 be appro- 
priated to pay the expense of paving in front of 
the custom-house in the city of St. Louis. 1 think 
it is right enough that the United States, as a 


property-holder, shouid pay the expense of paving | 


the streets in front of its property, as an individ- 
ual property-holder would have to do. I shall 
fot vote against this amendment; but I should 
like to see equality in such cases. pees") 
Mr. HALE. If there be equality, I think it 
would be better carried out by paying for pavin 
in some streets and villages where the Unite 
States have not erected any public buildings. 


They are a benefit to the pore where they are | 
1 


putup. 1 live in a town that has a very clayey 


soil, and we should like some help in laying down | 


our pavements, especially as the United States 
have put no public buildingsthere. If there is to 
be equality, | think we should attend to this. 
Mr. WADE. Iam not very well acquainted 
with the course that has heretofore been pursued 
in regard to appropriations of this kind; but I 
am told it is usual to make such appropriations, 
and | certainly can see no reason oer these ‘ex- 
penses should not be paid by the United States. 
[his Government, in the city of Cieveland, owns 
alargeamountof property. Ithas erected a build- 
ing for its own purposes. By the municipal regu- 
lations of the city, if a private individual occupied 
the same ground for public or private purposes, 
he would be obliged to pay for paving and im- 
proving the streets in front of it; and why should 
the Government of the United States be exempt 
from these expenses any more than an individual? 
That is the question. Why not complete the work 
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constituent, during this || 
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they have begun? Why shouid the Government | 
stand upon any different principle from an indi- | 


vidual in this respect? The Government does not | 


put up these buildings with a view to favor pri- 
vate individuals, of course. If it did, it would 
erect them in New Hampshire, in the village that 
neighbor Hare speaks of. Undoubtedly, they 
want some such accommodation; but that is not 
the policy of the Government. When the Gov- 
ernment puts up buildings of this kind, it does so 


for its own purposes, and not for the accommo- | 


dation of private individuals. The prenin there 
could not prevent the Government fr 


om putting | 


up these buildings for its own convenience. If | 
private individuals occupied the same ground for | 
other purposes they would have to pay these ex- | 
penses; and why should the Government be ex- | 
empt from them because it uses the grouni for its | 


own purposes? Is it because the public is not as 
able to Lear these expenses as individuals? I trust 
there will be no objection to the appropriation. I 
am told that it is usual; and I see no reason why 
the custom should be departed from. I shall not 
consume time. 

Mr. CLINGMAN., I am gratified that the 
Senator from Illinois has called attention to this 
branch of expendithre. It is very certain that we 
have gone far in putting custom-houses in the 
interior of the country. If the Government had 
looked with a single eye to its own interests—to 
make as much money as possible at as small a 
cost—it would have been content with a custom- 
house near the mouth of the Mississippi river; 


and you would have had none of these expendi- | 
tures at St. Louis, Cincinnati, and other points | 
along that river and its tributaries. There is al- | 


ways @ great anxiety in ever 


usually agreed, | think, that Government prop- 


a city to get the | 
Government to put up a public uilding; ol it is 





this appropriation, you must expect to go on and 


| drains, in all the cities where you have buildings; 
/and as the Senator from New Hampshire very 
| well says, you will make the system more une- 
| qual than itnow is. 1 hope the Senate will stop 

it where it is. 
| sell some of the post office and custom-house 
| buildings in the interior, if 1 couid have my way; 


| but, at any rate, the system ought not to go fur- || 


| ther than it now has gone. 
Mr. POLK. 

by adding to it: 
To pay for paving the streets in front of the custom-house 
| in the city of St. Louis, $1,500. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I inquire whether that is 
in order? 1 presume it does not come frem any 
committee. It makes an appropriation. 

| the question of order upon it. 

Mr. FITCH. lexpected the question of order, 
of course, from some one, and rather desired that 
it should be raised, because it shows the unfairness 


1 raise 


| There is not a public building owned by the Uni- 
ted States in any city or town 1n the United States, 
| but has just similar claims, no better, no worse, 
| with the claims of this public building in Cleve- 
land. I had in my hand an amendment which, 
had not the Senator from Missouri offered his, | 
should have offered, anticipating, however, the 
very result which has taken place, that a question 
of order would be made because it came from an 
individual Senator, whereas the amendment from 
Cleveland has come froma committee. This isa 
mere attempt to take itout of the rule of the Senate 
and get thatthrough a committee which it was well 
known could not be obtained otherwise. There 
is a marine hospital in the southwest portion of 
my own State, built on the bank of the Ohio, 
which is being washed away for the want of an 
additional appropriation of four or five thousand 
dollars. I desire to move an amendment; and if 
this principle 1s adopted, I shall insist pertina- 
ciously on an appropriation for that purpose. 

Mr. POLK. 1 wish merely to state that I shall 
now vote against this amendment, because I my- 
self, as I have said already, applied to the chatr- 
man of the committee to know whether it would 
be possible to get such an amendment for St. Louis 
| added to this bill by the Finance Committee, and 
I thought myself I should not press it. I felt that 
if | were a member of the Committee on Finance, 
1 could not allow it, and therefore | did not press 
it; butnow, when an amendment comes up in favor 
of the city of Cleveland, I think it is a case in 
which it is eminently true that equality is equity; 
and if we cannot have it for St. Louis, or for the 
place referred to by the Senator from Indiana, or 
for other places just as deserving 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Nor for Portland, which 
is in the same position. 

Mr. POLK. If we cannot have it for those 
laces, 1 do not think we ought to give it to Cleve- 
and, especially in the condition in which the 

Treasury is. 

Mr. PEARCE, I doubted the propriety of this 
policy when the matter was up in committee, 
though I gave my assent to it finally. Iam per- 
fectly satisfied now that it would be better not to 
pass this appropriation at this time. It is scarcely 
worth while to consume the time of the Senate in 
debate on it; but it seems to me we might as well 
quietly vote itdown. I think that would be better. 

Mr.WADE. I hardly like to have this amend- 
ment disposed of in that summary way. The 
fact that other gentlemen have not used the means 
of having their amendments come in order, is cer- 
tainly no objection to this amendment. Ever since 














I have been here, the rule has been that no Sena- | 


tor could move an amendment making an addi- 
tional pepenpesincn to a general appropriation 
bill, without the report of a committee. ‘These 


merits of the cases which they bring forward. 
They should have gone before the committee and 


to comply with the rule. Now, they say there is 
going to be an invidious distinction between the 
city of Cleveland and other places. They do not 
object to the propriety of it; they do not object to 
| the justice of it, because they cannot do so. lask 


oe shall not be subject to taxation. This kind | again, why should the General Government place 
of expenditure seems now to be in its infancy, and || a large building in the streets of acity, and let the 


gentlemen do not present you any proof of the | 
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Ne Te enna aa epoca y peer ae 
| I think it is the right time to stopit. If you make 


| 


For myself, | should be ready to | 


My 


| people of the city be at the expense of construct- 
|| ing a way to get to it? 
make pavements, and put up lights, and construct | Government over every other eer volder in 
1a town? 


/ment should be exempt, and the cruzens should 


What immunity has the 
Can anybody tell me why the Govern- 


do that which it is for the convenience and the 


| necessity of the Government to have done; and 
| why it should not do.that which by the municipal 


regulations is required of every private ciuzen 


|} under the like circumstances? 


Il move to amend the amendment || 


Gentlemen say there are a great many of these 


should shrink from the payment of this money. 


1} - ; t rn 

|| pubhe buildings, and therefore the Government 
} 

i] 


|| If it is not just, the Government ought not to pay 
| it; butif itis just, and preper, and right, L do not 


ofthis one case. Itisnoexception to all the cases. || 





| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


j 
| 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 


/ care how many such cases there are; for as often 
| as the Government, for its own convenience, re- 


quires a public building to be erected, it should 
continue it and make it complete, and not leave 
it a perfect nuisance in the middle pf a city, and 
compel the citizens there to complete its buildings 
—for certainly no public building would be deemed 
complete until there is a way to get to it. Will 
you block it up, obstruct it with mud and dirt, 
| so that nobody can get along there, and then say 
the citizens shall do for that property of yours 
what every private individual, owning similar 
| property, would be compelled to do for himself? 
There is no justice in it; there is no propriety in it. 


|| ‘The amendment that I bring forward for Cleve- 
| 


land is offered to this bill in the regular way. I 
| brought-it before the committee. The proof was 
made. There is no doubt of the facts. The com- 
| mittee assented to it. It comes within the rules. 
Now, I am to be told that this is an invidious dis- 
tinction between the city of Cleveland and other 
places, because public buildings have been erected 
there, and they have claims against the Govern- 
ment. When you getthem authenticated and bring 
yourselves within the rule, lam as ready to vote 
| for them as for this. They are all just, proper, 
| and right; and no Senator here can make an argu- 
_ ment that will convince any man that it is not just 
| and right and proper that the Government, own- 
| ing the property ina city, should make pavements 
| in front of it, which the municipal regulations re- 
| quire every other property-holder to make. | can- 
| not see any distinction; on see no reason for 
any distinction. All the reason that has been 
given against this appropriation is, that if this case 
| be admitted, we shall have others. Very likely. 
| No doubt there are other cases as just as this; but 


|| it iS unnecessary to say that there are many, for 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 





made their proof there, and prepared themselves | 


| this Government is able, or ought to be able, to 
| pay all its just obligations. 1 do not care whether 
| there is one case or ahundred. Inasmuch as the 
| Government has seen fit to erecta building for its 
| own convenience, it should e compelled, like 
other property-holders, to comply with the mu- 
| nicipal regulations of the place. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. These are expenditures not 
| upon the grounds belonging to the Government, 
/not for the improvement of the Government 
grounds, but for the streets that surround the 
public grounds. The grounds belonging to the 
Government are exempt from taxation. Before 
we erect any public buildings or make any im- 
provement in any State, we require that the State 
shall release the jurisdiction to the soil and sur- 
render the right of taxation. The question now 
is, whether we are to bear the expenses of those 
improvements which the city authorities may 
order to be made in the public streets around those 
buildings belonging to the Government. If you 
pave the streets, you must pave them Sia 
to the rules prescribed by the city, and the next 
day they may order the grade to be raised, as has 
been done in Chicago, and then you will have to 
pull up your paving, and pave again. The ques- 
tion is, whether you are going to incur this sys- 
tem of incidental expenditures around the public 
buildings in the streets, such as gas-lights, laying 
pavements, and the sewerage system, and those 
other assessments that are usually made against 
eity property. If so, 1 shall have to notity the 
| city of Chicago that they have been very unjustly 
treated in a manner they never have even dreamed 


|, of; that they ought to apply to the Federai Gov- 





| ernment to repay one half the cost of the pave- 
| ment in front of the marine hospital that they 
never dreamed they were entitied to get back. 
shall have to remind them, too, that on Dearborn 
| street and Monroe street we are entitled to sev- 
| eral thousand dollars for filling up those streets 
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six feet deep, and then making pavements over 


them, which the city has done without ever dream- 
ing that it had a claim on the Government for the 


ernment had been very liberal to us in giving us 
$400,000 to put up public buildings, without ask- 
ing it thea to grade the streets around them. So 


it is with a great many other public buildings. 1 | 
could swell this item largely, for Illinois alone; || 
and I tell you it will take many hundred thou- | 


sand dollars on this very bill, perhaps a million, 
if you are going to take charge of this yo’ 
and you will find that the city councils will order 
very magnificent streets around your public build- 
ings when they can make the Federal Govern- 
ment pay the expense, instead of having to pay it 
themselves. The kind of pavement is to be pre- 
scribed by them. They may order the streets 
there to be paved, and not in other parts of the 
town. If they can put us in for the expenditures, 
and prescribe themselves what is to be done, and 
how the work is to be completed, I think they 
will see very quickly how they can make out a 
fine claim against the Government. I only give 
you notice that if you begin this system, and 
carry it out as to other cities and States, I shall 
feel bound, on principles of equality, to insist that 
it be applied to my own city and State. 

Mr. BAYARD. [ do not object to this amend- 
ment because it applies to the city of Cleveland. 
I would vote for such an appropiation as cheer- 
fully for the city of Cieveland as for any other 
city; but I object to the whole principle of such 
an appropriation. Ido see a difference between 
the Government the holder of property, and a 

rivate individual. Government is a trust; and 
it erects these public buildings, wherever they are 
erected, for the general public interests. Under 
general principles of law, the sovereign power is 
not liable to taxation, whether it is municipal 
taxation under legislative authority, or State tax- 
ation. You would not have had buildings erected 
in any State of this Union, if there had not been 
a cession by the States of an exemption from tax- 
ation. If the principle is sound, why not carry 
it out?) Why should it not be liable to any other 
species of tax, as well as what is called a special 
tax for sewerage? There can be no reason what- 
ever why the Government property should not be 
subjected to all kinds of taxes within a State, as 
well as the taxes by a municipal corporation. | 
take it for granted that the principle must go a lit- 
tle further; and if it is a sound one, if the State of 
Ohio erects public buildings for the general inter- 
ests of the community, yet always more or less 
appertaining to the interests of the town in which 
it 1s located, a benefit to it, the Government of 
Ohio ought to pay a city tax for improvements 
on its own property and in connection with it; 
that is, pay part of the general city expenditures 
for the improvement of the city. I presume there 
is no State in this Union that submits to any tax- 
ation of that kind by its municipal corporations. 
It is sovereign as to them; as to them, it would 
not permit its public property to be taxed. They 
derive a benefit always from the erection of the 
public buildings within their boundaries. The 
Jnited States do not stand, in my judgment, at 
all on the basis of private property-holders, and 
they ought not to contribute, because their prop- 
erty is held for the —s for general public pur- 
poses at large; and yet the immediate place of 
feestion has a stronger interest in them, and there- 
fore they may well afford to exempt them from 
taxation. State laws exempt property from tax- 
ation in a great variety of cases. State property 
is always exempt. The property of the United 
States, you require, as a condition-precedent to the 
erection of a public building, shall be exempt from 
State taxes; and that covers all taxes of this kind. 
Why break through it by this a7 legislation 


in particular cases? The precedent once set, of | 


course every one knows it will be borne on, step 
i steps until it will end in a general law that the 

nited States shall pay all species of taxes—mu- 
nicipal, State, or comnty-~rbieh may be assessed 
on any public property within the boundaries of 
the particular jurisdiction. What is the result of 
that? Every one knows that the amount of tax- 
ation depends on the assessed value of the prop- 
erty. The assessed value cannot be fixed by the 
United States; and it will end in a system by 
which the United States will pay far more than 
its share of taxation on any property it may hold. 
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Now, sir, | object to the whole system. I be- 


-lieve the principle which has been hitherto acted |. 


|, upon generally is a sound one, that the public 
cost of the improvements. We thought the Gov- || 


property erected by the sovereign power for pur- 


| poses of general benefit, ahough it may be a par- 
| ticular benefit to the locality, shall always be ex- 
| empt from taxation, be it municipal or State; and 
1 am not willing to depart from that rule; and on | 
that ground I shall vote against this amendment. | 


I do not say that there may not be isolated cases 
probably found ofa precedent something like this, 
where Congress has passed a law for the payment 
of some such tax. I believe you can find a pre- 
cedent in the last thirty years for almost any 
species of loose legislation that the human mind 
can imagine, in reference to the disbursement of 
the public funds, arising out of the carelessness 
of Congress in regard to the appropriation bills. 
1 am opposed to the whole system. If you mean 
to subject Government property to taxation of 


| any kind, by the States or municipal corporations 


within the States, I am in favor of a general sys- 
tem, subjecting it to taxation under a general 
law; but I am opposed to the principle. If, how- 
ever, it is to be ious; it ought to be done in that 
mode. 

Mr. WADE. Ido not wish to continue the 
argument on this subject any longer. I say it is 
not a tax in any sense of the word. I contend 
that these public buildings are not complete until 
this pavement is made. Everybody knows that. 
It isso much work and labor done for the benefit 
of the Government. It is a thing they would have 
to do. Who would suppose a great public build- 
ing complete without a pavement to get up to it? 


_Itisno tax. Itis completing that which the Gov- 


ernment would otherwise have todo. The mu- 
nicipality was compelled to do that which the 
Government ought to have done themselves. This 
amendment is to pay for work and labor done and 
materials found for that purpose. It is not in the 
nature of a tax at all. 

Mr. LATHAM. I should like to ask the Sen- 


ator from Ohio a question. Is not there an ordi- 


| nance of the city of Cleveland requiring these 


improvements, such as pavements and sewers, 
and which are for the benefit of property, to be 
made by the property-holders, and, in case of their 
refusal, by the city; and if they do not pay for it, 
authorizing the condemnation and sale of the prop- 
erty for the payment? I know there are such 
regulations in cities. It is so in the city of San 
Francisco. Notice is served on the owner of 
property to make a pavement and sewerage; and 
if the property-holder does not do it, the city does 
itat his expense, and sells his property if he does 


not pay for it. 
"WADE. I think that is the very law there. 


| At all events, they have penal laws by which 


they are compelled to make these improvements. 
Whether the building can be sold, I cannot ex- 
actly say; but that has been the usual course of 
enforcing these regulations. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. One word more, and I shall 
terminate this discussion, so far as Iam concerned. 
The Senator from Ohio says this is not a tax in 
any sense of the word. Well, sir, let us read the 


| proposition, as it is reported from the committee: 


To pay the city of Cleveland, Ohio, the special sewer- 


| age tax, chargeable upon the custom-house property in that 


city, and for paving, &c., $2,700. 


There it is stated in the amendment itself, to 
pay the special sewerage tax in thatcity. Ifyou 
adopt this amendment, you recognize the right of 
the city of Cleveland to tax the property there, 
where the law provides that you shall not con- 


| struct any building in any State, unless the right 


to tax it has first been conceded and surrendered 
up. That is all I have to say. 

Mr. WADE. Because it 1s called a tax, that 
does not make it so. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think that is just what 
makes a thing. a tax, because it is known in the 
laws of the land to be a tax. 

Mr. WADE. The only question is, whether 
the General Government have a right to set up 
a nuisance in the midst of a citv, and not have 
sewerage and pavements to it. Thatis just what 
they have done in Cleveland. If Senators think 
the Government ought to pay for an improvement 
made for their benefit by others, then this amend- 
ment ought to be adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have only to say, if this 


be a nuisance we ought to change the character 
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| Mr. FITCH. I must return thanks to the 
| 
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of the appropriation and abate the nuisance |, 
removing it. y 
Sen- 


_ ator from Ohio for one admission he made jp hi 
8 


argument, that this proposed appropriation fr, 
Cleveland was to complete the building, ‘T),.,, 
no public property 1s completed until all . 


: Sei ae the ar- 
rangements in the vicinity for convenience, com 
fort, &c., are struck out at the expense of the 


Government. Upon that principle of apy 
tion I desire to ask an appropriation for the benos, 
_of the marine hospital at Evansville, in my Stqj.. 
| which certainly cannot be resisted by the Senator. 


ropri i- 


He said it was the duty of those desiring gy. 

propriations of this sort to my the matter before 

the appropriate committee. Had that commit, 

given notice that they were about to take sych 

matters into consideration, proof would have buoy 
_ there quite sufficient to involve the expenditure of 
$1,000,000; and if this pending amendmen j, 
| adopted, I tell the Senator not another sessioy o¢ 
Congress will pass by without sufficient proog 
| being adduced to demand appropriations to whic), 
_ the condition of the Treasury then, or now er. 
| tainly, will scarcely be competent. If he and thy 
committee desire only satisfactory proof of the yi. 
cessity of the appropriation which I desire to ask 
for grading and paving the river bank in front of 
the marine hospital at Evansville, the can obtain 
that proof immediately here upon the Senate floor, 
_ TheSenator from Kentucky (Mr. Powerz] knows 
its condition. I know its condition from persona! 
| observation; and the fact that this, in common 
| with many other similar matters, have not been 
| laid before the committee, simply arises from the 


| absence of any precedent of this kind heretofore, 
| in any ordinary appropriation bill. That Con- 
| gress may have passed several bills for ordinary 
cases somewhat similar, I am not prepared to 
deny; but I believe this is the very first time in 
| which a provision of this character has been in- 
| grafted in one of the regular appropriation bills 
| from the Finance Committee; and if the prece- 
| dent is once established by the adoption of this 
amendment, the Senate will be called upon here- 
after to vote for more or less additional appropri- 
ations for every public building in the United 
States. 

Mr. CHANDLER. As I understand this case, 
it is a municipal tax which is laid upon this prop- 
erty. The State, in ceding the property to the 
United States, cedes the right to tax that prop- 
erty; but it is the custom in my own city of De- 
troit, and I believe in every western city, to assess 
all the property of the city for sewerage, paving, 
and sidewalks. It is a heaith arrangement, if 
youplease. Now, sir, although this may not be 
strictly legal, it is strictly just. There is not one 
single foot of property in the city of Detroit, and 
I presume not a foot of property in the city of 
Cleveland, save this one single item belonging 
to the United States, that does not pay this tax, 
and has paid it in every instance. Why, sir, it 
| was only last winter that we had precisely such a 
case before us in the Committee on Commerce for 
| paving in front of the custom-house at San Fran- 
| cisco, and the committee decided unanimously 
that it was strictly just, that that tax should be 
| paid, and we so reported it, and the Senate unan- 
| imously passed it, as a mere matter of justice. 
Every other piece of property in San Francisco 
paid that paving tax; it was necessary for the 
| custom-house at San Francisco that the pavement 
| should be made, and therefore the Committee on 
| Commerce said, “* We will pay it;” and we so 
reported it to the Senate, and the Senate unan!- 
_mously passed it. This isa similar case. tis 
occuring every duy. It has occurred in the city 
of Detroit; it has occurred in every other city. 
Why should Cleveland be m&de an exception’ | 
believe it is not strictly legal; but it is certainly 








made. to it. oe 
Mr. WADE. Now that we have found it !s 
not only just in itself, but usual to allow it, I hope 
the city of Cleveland will not be made an exce)- 
tion to the rule. 
Mr. FITCH. I desire to correct the Senator 


the kind that has ever come from the Committee 0" 
Finance in a regular appropriation bill. Special 
bills for special cases Laer passed in the nature 
of private bills. The one referred to by the Sen- 


strictly just, and I hope there will be no objection 


| 
| ator from Michigan, | think, wasvone of that class. 
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from Ohio, and to repeat that this is the first case of 
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The particular case in San Francisco was reported '| ever been made for that. I think, therefore, all that 
on its own merits, without having been referred || 
to the Finance Committee, or any other, except, | 


perhaps, a Committee on Private Claims. Iam 
not certain what committee it came from; but cer- 


tainly it did flot come from the Finance Commit- | 


tee, and did not constitute part of the ordinar 
annual appropriation balls. Now, if this amend- 


ment is insisted on, I shall move to defer further || 


proceedings on this bill for three or four days, 
that other Senators may have an opportunity to 


and have them approved of. We have ample 


time. / : 

Mr. WADE. 1 nage this amendment will be 
agreedto. How®ver, I will not debate it further. 
It is not a very large matter, and Senators can do 
as they please in regard to it. 

Mr. BAYARD. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on this amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | feel disposed to say one 
word upon this subject, rovided it will not lead 
to another debate. } wish simply to explain how 
we stand upon this matter. It is perfectly obvi- 
ous that the city of Cleveland has this subject in its 
own power. If theGovernment does not choose 
to pay its proportion of the expense for having 
the use of the city sewer, ail they have to do is to 
cut it off catirely. and set the building afloat. 
They can do thatatany moment; so that the rem- 
edy isin their own hands. , [ suppose, however, 
they would hardly carry it so far, without refer- 
ence to the question of paving. What I wanted 
to say was, that the committee put this in with- 
out much consideration, as siated by the chair- 
man. | am satisfied, on reflection, that, asa Com- 
mittee on Finance, we did what we ought not to 
have done. We ought to have allowed it to come 
as an amendment from some other committee. 
However, without sufficient reflection, it was al- 
lowed to come in, and althorgh it is just and 
proper that it should be paid, | have no objection 
to striking it out. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But one word, sir. It istrue, 
so far as the sewerage is concerned, the city could 
deprive the public grounds of the benefit of it, if 
we did not make this appropriation, or they may 
do it if you do make the appropriation. I under- 
stand that this tax for sewerage is for sewerage 
performed on the public grounds, or near them. I 
understand there 1s a sewerage tax for the whole 
city of Cleveland, and this property is taxed like 
other property, and it may Ge that the whole pro- 
ceeds are expénded a mile distant from the pub- 
lic buildings, and we shall be left then to make 
our own sewerage afterwards, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator hardly un- 
derstands it. | do not know upon what principle 
precisely this is done in Cleveland. I presume it 
to be something like the principle on which it 
was done in my own city. They make a sewer; 
it may be ten miles long, or it may be five, greater 
or less; and then assess the ats expense upon 
the property which is benefited by it, and which 
enters into it from different points. They have 
a right to do that. They cannot compel, proba- 
bly, anybody to enter a sewer from a building; 
but if he chooses to avail himself of it, he must 
pay his proportion of the expense. That is the 
way itis regulated in my own city. I suppose 
this may be something in the same way. Now, 
I say, with reference to it, the Government hav- 
ing a large and valuable building and grounds 
there—the building costing three or four hundred 
thousand dollars, as I understand, more or less— 
Ido not know how much—and it being necessary 
that it should be drained in order to preserve it, 
if the Government building is to avail itself of the 
city sewerage, it may do so on paying its share 
of the expense. If it does not choose to do that, 
but is willing to take all the consequences of leav- 
ing the building without that advantage, it may 
do that. It is a matter of choice, probably. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In point of fact, this Cleve- 
land custom-house stands upon the immediate 
lake bank, a hundred feet above the water; I think 
it is the most beautifully drained piece of ground 
1 ever saw, without Government sewerage at 
all, so far as my knowledge of it extends. 

Mr. POLK. I will state that the amendment I 
offered did not apply tosewerageatall. I happen 
toknow the fact that the custom-house in St. Louis 
is drained into a sewer there, and no charge has 





has been said in this debate shows the impropriety 
of putting such things on appropriation bills as 
amendments from committees, and | hope this 
proposition will be voted down. 

Mr.WADE. Iam not going to prolong this dis- 
cussion. The amount asked for here is not large. 
All that 1 contend for is that Cleveland should be 
dealt by just as other cities have been; and in my 


| judgment, you cannot find a single public build- 








| Why should not the Government pay for it? 


|| ing erected for the General Government in any city 
: . 1} F 
bring their cases before the Finance Committee, | 


that has not paid just exactly these charges. We 


| have seen that they have in the case of San Fran- 
| cisco. 


Mr. FITCH. By special bill. 

Mr. WADE. Now, Senators say that the State 
ceded this property to the General Government. 
That is all true. They say the State cannot tax 
it. Thatis all true. But, sir, can they prevent 
the municipalities placing it upon the same mu- 
nicipal regulation as any other property? That 
is a very different thing from the State taxing it. 
That which is for the convenience and the health 
of the city, may be applied to public property as 
well as to other vey How could you drain 
your city; how could you make your sewerage, 
if here, right in the midst, there is erected a great 


| public building, and the city is bound to stop there 


without any drainage, withoutany sewerage, leav- 
ing the health of the whole _ to suffer because 
your public property is not subjected to this mu- 
nicipal regulation? Sir, there would be a great 
impropriety in allowing that. This is as just a 
claim as could be made—perfectly just; and no 
man yet has attacked its justice and propriety. 
Senators say it is not strictly legal. I think it is 
strictly legal; butif not, itis strictly equitable ,and 
just such a claim as no honorable man wouid 


| object to if made in his own behalf. 


ow, sir, as these claims have been paid as 
often as they have been presented, as has been 
shown, why should not this be paid? Itis just 
in itself. This improvement was made for the 
benefit of the Government property, without 
which the property would have been worth noth- 
ing, to complete what they had begun; and why 
should they not subject themselves to those reg- 
ulations so necessary and proper for cory ag 
e 

are told they should not pay for it, because there 
are a great many public buildings of this kind. 
That is a very poor plea. If that beggarly plea 
is to prevail, then why does the Government erect 
these buildings, if it cannot carry them through 
and pay for them like individuals? There is noth- 
ing in that objection at all. Because there are a 


i 





number of these buildings, is no reason why we | 


should reject this amendment 

Then Senators say we have an advantage over 
them. How so, sir? One gentleman wanted the 
Government to publish notice that all might come 
in and prove their claims, and then, if that had 
been done, they would have been as vigilant as 
ourselves, and been placed on the same footing. 
The Government does not generally do that. Tt 
has about as many claims as it desires to deal 
with, brought to its notice by vigilant individuals, 
without giving out any such notice. If the Sen- 
ator from Indiana had come in with his claim, 
approved as this has been, and there was no doubt 
of its justice, 1 think the Senator would have 
found no difficulty in voting for it; but he finds 
that his constituents have neglected to bring to 
notice that they had such aclaim, and therefore he 
is going against mine. If they had applied to him, 
I know in his faithfulness to them he would have 
gone before the committee and got it on here, and 
it would have been all regular, and I have no 
doubt he would have voted for it; but because he 
has not done so, is no reason why we cannot 
make this appropriation. I trust the bill will not 
be delayed to allow them to make out such cases. 
There is no objection made here that goes to the 
merits of the claim. Every objection that has 
been suggested is entirely unsatisfactory, and 
does not touch its merits at all. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, 
we have now sat here until half past two o’clock. 
This is a conflict thatis evidently “irrepressible.” 
[Laughter.} There is no hope that we shall ever 
reach the end of it. IT never could have consented 
to delay so long a recognition of the services of 
the Father of his Country, by making a motion to 
adjourn, but for the extraordinary pressure which 
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this same “irrepressible conflict’? has brought 
upon us. (Laughter.) I have been compelled to 
delay making a motion to adjourn, with the hope 
that four amendments, at least, would have been 
acted upon. | believe the Senate are now in the 
humor to listen to the instincts of patriotism, and 
adjourn. [Laughter.] 

fr. PEARCE. I beg the Senator from Ark- 
ansas to restrain the ardor of his patriotism a little 
while longer. I think, if he willdo so, we can get 
through with this proposition, and perhaps all 
the amendments of the committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Half an hour 
is a good while to wait, but a very short time on 
this amendment, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I guess we have got 
through with the debate on this proposition. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. But the Sena- 
tor from Ohio is compelled to adhere to this mat- 
ter. Itis impossible that he can abandon his con- 
stituency and the city of Cleveland. It will not 
do that he should fail in pressing this $2,700, 
though it will cost $1,000,000 hereafter if weagree 
to it. Although the Committee on Finance have 
abandoned the thing, as I understand it, why 
should it now be given up when it has the inside 
track? It will never carry hereafter if it does not 
carry now. Everybody sees that; it is perfectly 
plain; and certainly it ought now to be permitted 
to have a fair show; and it will have it to the ex- 
clusion of all other matters, and to the exclusion 
at least of this side of the House. I really hope 
the Senate will adjourn. AsI am asked to do so 
for the convenience of the Committee on Finance, 
I shall not make this motion now; but when Ido 
make it, I have no doubt the Senate will adjourn 
Of course, I agree to give them five minutes. 
{Laughter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment reported by the Committee 
on Finance. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, (when his name 
was called,) said: I wish to make an explanation 
of my vote. 1 am not of the opinion of the Sen- 
ators from Texas, who are going out shortly, and 
therefore do not care how much money is ex- 

ended. [Laughter.] The Senator from Texas 
Mr. WicFa.u] said so; and it is in that way, 
and only in that way, that I can account for the 
vote of the Senator from Texas on my left, [Mr. 
Hempuity.] I vote nay. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. i bie leave to explain my 
vote. I agreed to this amendment in the Finance 
Committee, and I have not since seen any reason 
to change it. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I should vote against this 
amendment, but lam under pair with the Senator 
from lowa, [Mr. Haruan.] I do not know how 
he would vote, and I shall therefore decline to 
vote, supposing that he would vote in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. NICHOLSON subsequently said: From 
information I have received, I feel authorized to 
vote. I vote in the negative. 

The result was then announced—yeas 15, nays 
30; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Chandler, Dixon, 
Durkee, Foot, Green, Hemphill, Latham, Morrill, Rice, 
Simmons, Wade, Wigfall, and Wilkinson—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bayard, Bingham, Bragg, Clark, 
Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Doolittle, Douglas, Fes- 
senden, Fitch, Foster, Grimes, Hele, Hunter, Johnson 
of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Mason, Nicholson, 
Pearce, Polk, Powell, Sebastian, Seward, Sumuer, ‘l'er 
Eyck, ‘Trumbull, and Wilson—30. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. PEARCE. That, I think, is the last 
amendment reported by the committee. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have an amendment to 
offer from the Committee on Finance; but if the 
chairman of the committee has one to offer, | will 
give way. 

Mr. PEARCE. I give way. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I offer the following 
amendment, by direction of the Committee on 
Finance, to come in as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That the sum of $80,000, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated for the payment for materials deliv- 
ered for the extension of the Treasury building under ex- 
isting contracts. And that the further sum of $250,009 be 


also appropriated for the continuance of the work on such 
extension. 


Mr. GREEN. I wish to inquire of the Sena- 


tor from Maine whether this amendment has any 








i120 


reference to the 
itol? 

Mr. FESSENDEN,. None atal!. Jt relates | 
only to the Treasury building. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE. I now move to strike out of 
the 4th and 5th pages of the bill, lines eighty-two, 
eighty-three, eighty-four, and eighty-five, in the | 
following words: 


monolithic columns for the Cap- | 


For commissions, at two anda half per centum, to super- 
intendents on disbursements for objects outside their dis- 
tricts, $12,782 27 


I will state to the Senate, briefly, my purpose 
in making this motion. Prior to the passage of 
the bill establishing the Light-House Roard,which 
became a law on the 3lstof August, 1852, a great 
many duties relating to this system were per- 
formed by the collectors of certain ports, who 
were called superintendents of lights—— 

Mr. HALE. I wish the Senator would give 
way a moment, 
gesuon. I wanted to ask if it was not the ordi- | 
nary courtesy to allow amendments receiving the 
recommendation of standing committees of the 
Senate before the amendments of individual mem- 
bers are proposed. Lam directed by the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads to report 
one or two amendments to this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Maryland give way to the Senator from 
New Hampshire? *| 

Mr. PEARCE. I yield, sir. 

Mr. HALE. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

Mr. GWIN. I have an amendment from the 
Finance Committee. They have not completed 
their amendments yet. 

Mr. HALE. Of course I give way to them. 

Mr. GWIN. J offer the following amendment 
from the Committee on Finance 

Mr. BINGHAM. I want to know whether a 











| mated to be required per month, at the station of the Chir- | but the Senator from California 





iqui lagoon. at one half the price per ton which coal now 
costs the Government at Aspinwall ; providing also tor sup- 
plies of coai at Golfito at one half the price which coal now 
costs the Government at Panama: Provided further, That 
if, upon a reéxamination of the tides of the said Chiriqui 


| Improvement Company and the said Ambrose W. Thomp- 


son, it shall be ascertained by the President of the United 
States that the grant of land * in ful! property and posses- 
sion”? on the Atlantic, and the grant of land for coloniza 
tion within certain limits, “the Territory therein con- 
ceded,” on the Pacific, which said grants meet at the 
summit of the Cordilleras, and extend from ocean to ecean, 
embracing the harbors of Admiral’s bay and the Chiriqui 
lagoon on the Atlantic, and Golfito and Golfo Dulce on the 


| Pacific, and other grants represented in said title papers, 
| do not include and cover the right to improve or make a 


railroad over the said territory, owned and held by the said 
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» Who isa mem. 


| ber of the same committee, thought he could make 


i it more distinctly than I could, being more direct] 


| 
| 


| Thompson and the said company, be shall then, in hisdis- | 


cretion, withhold from present payment $100,000 of the sum | 


hereby appropriated, and cause the same to be transmitted 


in specie to San José, in Costa Rica, to be applied to ful- | 
filling the conditions of the railroad grant or contract, made | 


under authority of the Congress of Costa Rica, by the Pres- 


| ident of that Republic, to and with Ambrose W. Thomp- 


vote has been taken on the amendment offered by || 


the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir; it has been adopted. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have not had a chance to 
vote against it, I want to do so. 

Mr. CLARK. You can vote against it in the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
was put to the Senate, and the vote announced. | 
The Senator from Maryland then obtained the | 
floor, and gave way to the Senator from New 
Hampshire; the Senator from New Hampshire 
er way to the Senator from California; and the 
Senator from California is now asked to give way 
to the Senator from Michigan. Does the Senator 
from California give way to the Senator from | 
Michigan? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. I offer the following 
amendment from the Committee on Finance; to 
add at the end of the first section: 


To enable the Secretary of the Navy to carry out the con- 
ditional contract made by him with the Chiriqui Improve- 
ment Company and Ambrose W. Thompson, on the Qist 
day of May, 1859, for the purpose of securing to the United 
States certain valuable privileges and rights specified in the 
said contract, the sum of $300,000; Provided, The said 
sum shall, as the President may elect, be paid in cash, or in 
the bonds of the United States, having twenty years to run, 
and bearing six per cent. interest, payable semi-annually. 
‘The said conditional conuact is bereby approved, provided 
the following amended conditions, explanatory thereof, 
shall be added thereto, namely: the said contract shall con 
vey to the United States, for the use of the Navy Depart- 
ment, such coves, or interior inland harbors, suitable for 
the shelter and repair of vessels of the Navy, as may be best 
adapted therefor, and which are secured by the grants and 
privileges, **in full property and possession,” held by the 
said company and the said Thompson, aud shall convey in 
fee, or by renewable leases in periods of ninety-nite years, 
as shall be determined by the President ofthe United States, 
all the lands required for coal and otber stations, not ex- 
ceeding five thousand acres on either sidey with the right 
to cut and use the timber thereon for naval purposes, and 
shall convey the perpetual right to use such quantity of coal 
from the mines of Chiriqui for the Navy as may be required 
for the Gulf squadron, and a supply of coal for the Pacific 
squadron, after a railroad shall be constructed from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, at or near the harbors of the Chiriqui 
jagoon and Goilfito; and shall convey the right of trans- 

ting over the road all the properties and things of the 

Jnited States Government, and all persons in the employ 
or service thereof, free from tolls during the period of the 
grant, so far as such right is given under the said grant; but 
this right, or the right to use the stations on the Atlantic or 
Pacific, shall not be understood to affect the sovereign right 
wiich New Granada or Costa Rica may have over the ter- 
ritory in which the grant of lands and privileges ar: lo- 
cated. The said sum hereby appropriated shall be paid so 
soon as a contract shall be entered into, with guarantees of 
performance satisfactory to the President, for the delivery 
of supplies of coal in the quantities which may be esti- 


= _ SR 








I desire to make a single sug- | som: Provided further, ‘That the conditional contract, as 


|; amended and explained in accordance herewith, and the 


contract for coal delivery shall be submitted to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and receive his approval before 
they shall become binding under this act. 

Before the Secretary had concluded the reading 
of the amendment, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move to dis- 


ense with the further reading of the amendment. 


toit. I think it should be printed. 1 am of the 
impression, though no one has directly said so, 
that there is a misunderstanding in regard to it, 
not only as to its merits, which are great, without 
a doubt, and its demerits also, which are said to 


|| It is evident that no one is paying any attention | 


be considerable, {laughter,] but as to whether the | 


Committee on Finance ever had anything to do 


but I do say, it will not do for us to take up this 
subject now, for if we do, it will keep us here till 


night; and out of deference to the memory of | 


| Washington—the Father of his Country—l ap- 


peal to the Senate to agree to the motion I now 
make, that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator from 


Arkansas withdraw that motion fora moment, to | 


. . | 
enable me to make an explanation with regard to | 


this amendment? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
sonal, I will: 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
it applies ta the committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


If it is per- 


If it affects 


| their honor, [ certainly will. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
honor in any particular, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Well, I sup- 

ose | must yield. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
to adjourn is withdrawn. 

Mr. GWIN. Will the Senator from Maine 


permit me to say a word, as I have offered the 
amendment? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Certainly. 

Mr.GWIN. It is known that the two Houses 
of Congress could not agree on the subject of this 
amendment to the deficiency bill. 
from Missouri [Mr. Green} was opposed to the 
action of the committee of conference; and in or- 
der to get that bill through, as the public interest 
was suffering by it not being passed, I stated to 
him that I would see the members of the Com- 


It does not affect their 


mittee on Finance, and that, in order to give him | 
an Sppertaeity to speak upon it, we should bring | 


itup on this bill. He would not have had an 
opportunity to have the subject considered, un- 
less it was reported by a committee of the Sen- 
ate. I told him,if he would allow the deficienc 


bill to pass, I would see the members of the Com- | 


mittee on Finance, and obtain their consent to 
report the amendment, none of them being under 
any obligation to vote for it; but it was to be 
brought in, so as to make it in order to let the Sen- 
ate act on it as it chose. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I really must 
say to the Senator from Maine, that I do not un- 
derstand this. I suppose I must address him 
through the Senator from California. The floor 
is occupied by the Senator from California, and 
I cannot reach him directly. I am compelled to 
travel in that circuit. I gave way to the Senator 
from Maine on a personal question, affecting the 
honor of the committee. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


I hope my friend will 
excuse me. ak 


I intended to make an explanation; 


The Senator | 


It is personal, so far as | 


ae 


| acquainted with the facts, and I gave wa 
| purpose. I wish to say in addition—an 
Senator can renew his motion, if headesi 
so—if the Senator from California has ¢ 
his remarks 

Mr. GWIN _I was through. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. f wish to say, so far as] 
am concerned in this matter, it came upon me by 
| surprise. I recollect, at the time the deficiency bill 
| came up on the report of the conimittee of eon. 

ference, it was said that the Senator from Mis. 
souri intended to oppose it; and afterwards, I now 
remember, the Senator from Qalifornia came to 
me and inquired if I would consent, if the Senator 
from Missouri would withdraw his opposition, to 
let him try it again in the shape of a report from 
a committee on this bill. I told him if the com. 
mittee thought it best to do so,'I had no objection: 
and that he might as well try it on this bill, and 
letthat pass. Ihad forgotten allaboutit. I really 
supposed that it was to be brought before ou; 
committee, and reported from the committee, and 
if it had been, I should have seen it. Unever say 
it. It was never read in our committee, never pro- 
duced there at all, as I think itought to have been, 
in order that we might have an opportunity to ex. 
amine its detail. That is the simple fact about 
it, sir; and I really was quite astonished when it 
came up this morning as from our committee, for 
L had forgotten entirely what was said about it, 
I feel myself under no sort of obligation to sup. 
port it, 


for that 
then the 
res to do 
oncluded 











: i Now, I desire to say another word: I do not 
with it. [do not say that it had or that it had not; 


want an adjournment for the sake of having this 
amendment printed. I would rather it should go 
over. Although I advocated it before, I am vot 
certain that 1 shall vote for it now; but as to the 
adjournment about to be moved by my friend from 
| Arkansas, I think itis not worth while to post- 
one the consideration of this bill for the sake of 
1aving that amendment printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Senator 
will allow me to say that I do exceedingly regret 
that he will not permit to enter,among the rea- 
sons for an adjournment the consideration of the 
respect that he owes to the Father of his Country, 
{Laughter.] I make the motion with that view, 
and to have this Chiriqui amendmeut printed, so 
that when printed he may determine to vote for 
or against it as he thinks proper. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator will ex- 
cuse me, 1 think we best honor the memory of 
the Father of his Country by attending to the 
business of the country, and not spending our 
time in idleness. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Then the Sen- 
ator is distinguished in that way, and has con- 
sumed a great deal of time that might be valuable 
to that business. [Laughter.] r. President, I 
have no idea that the Senate will for the third 
time refuse that motion; and I therefore move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Let us have 
the yeas and nays onit. [*Oh,no.’’| I with- 
draw the call. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
is withdrawn. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. No, sir; 1 with- 
draw the call for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the call for 
the yeas and nays withdrawn? 

r. FESSENDEN. I believe the Senator can 
hardly withdraw that call, as I made it. — 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I made it also 
I withdraw my call, [(Laughter.] : 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, 
Clingman, Crittenden, Fitch, Green, Hemphill, Hunter, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Lane, Niclt- 
olson, Polk, Powell, Sebastian, and Thomson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron, Uhand- 
ler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, King, La 
tham, Mason, Morrill, Pearce Itice, Seward, Simmons, 


Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wigfali, Wilkinson, 
and Wilson—31]. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will sugg 





est to the Senator 
from California to waive his amendment ard let 
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